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Sinful Palpitation of the Heart, 


Fear of Death. 


Humbly offered to mens ſerious Thoughts, 
becauſe ſadly occaſioned by 


That Dreadful PLAGUE, 


And thoſe horrid Fears of Death, NJ bave 
ſeized" This preſent Generation in England : whom 
either greater Sins, or weaker Graces, or both to* 
gether, _ rendred more then ever, 7 imora- 
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READER: 


T is wot a time now (if ever ) to comple- 
ment with dying men and women that 
poor aid which any ſerious Chriſtian cav 
endeavour to give , in ſuch apublick 

; BY Calamity, 45 we al now do, or ſhould 

; 7, dceply lament. The unworthy Labou- 

/ me  verinthis ſmall Piece of Service muſt 

acknowledge ſo much concerning himſelf, only for his 
Apology : That having been ſome time, till of late im- 
'ployed in London, 4s 4 Miniſter, He cannot but weep 

over it, in ſome Conformity to bs Great Preſident's weep- 
ing over Jeruſalems And liſp that tender Aﬀettion, 
which be cannos expreſs to ſo great a City, For it a be- 
lou'd of all, and a City once much in, and ( tis hop't ) not 
now out of God's favour: To be ſure not left out of the 
A 3 þ hea is 
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| Fo the Reader, 
hearts of ſome few, who as formerly, do ſtill muſt affettio- 
nately pray for her, though they can dolittle elſe. 
The Plague rages amongſt us. Good men as well, though 
I hope not as much as bad men, are obnoxions toths wiſita- 
tion, The latter underſtand little of the Daty or Comforts 
manife#ed in Scripture , Spiritually knowing nothing at 
all. Such if they will may hear the ſounding of Gods 
Bowels and tender Mercies to them, as in ſome other in- 
ſtances, ſo not leaſt of all in thiſe Comprehenſive, thouzh 
SHORT INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SICK, with 
ſome other very lately made publick by an Eminent L1aou- 
rer ix the Goſpel, which, with his leave, may be flil'd His 
repeated [Call rothe Unconverted }in Epitome, or their 
( Now or Never) 4udeed.-. The Lord make theſe Inflrs- 
ons as efetual, as they are moſt opportune and im- 
portunate #50 with mens ſouls, Surely the endeavonuring of 
ftuners converſion, eſpecially at the brink of the Grave, 
muſt needs be a work of Sage Prudence, and an Apoſtolick 
Spirit. But who « ſufficient as for that, ſo for thereſt 
of the Labour ? viz. The Edification and Buildiug up of 
Souls in their moZ# holy Faith, when their bodies are 
near ruine * Truly, be that now queſtions (whois ? ) muſt 
au[wer 'for himſelf, that be of all men, is not: Who yet 
counts it bis great Daity to deplore it, as well as 10 confeſs 
it : And whilſt he laments his own evident inſufficiency; 
to rely upon that ſufficiency which « of God; bath to Di- 
refs, Aſfiſt, and Bleſs the meaneſt of all his Labourers., 

As. for good men aud women, who are fo, though 
they can. ſcarce themſelves think ſo, yet they are —_— 
flocks, And the Sheep aud Shepherds too, cannot but 
chiefly tender their good, Now ihs clear that Death 
near them as-well as others; Tea fome of Gods mo#t pre- 
tous Children have been fick. of the e,. none that 


To.the Reader. 
1 know do much doibt it to be King Hezekiahs fickneſs 
ants death , Nay, ſome havedy'd of it, as a woft Eminent 
eMiniFter of this City not long ago, And 'tis not que- 
ſtion'd by ſome conſiderable Divines, but that many of the 
converted Corinthians dyed of the Plazue , as well #5 
others of them were much wiſued with it , ſo that 
many were fick, and many weak, Whereupon ſome may 
ſay, there may be no peremptorily aſſerted ground for 4 
good mans looking on himſelf xs uncontern'd, and exem- 
pted in a common danzer aud calamity. But however it 
muſt be remembred, that a food was hath no reaſon to fear 
the fear of the wicked, whilſt he hopes not their hope : 
' He having more reaſon then any wicked perſons have, to 
wait upon God for a ſpecial ProtetFivn y if theninty firſt 
Pſalm be 4 = of his Charter, as-n0 doubt it «, Yet 
notwithflanding 1 find” a great Terrour upon this Plagye 
even poſſeſſing Good 44 well as Bad men Which T am 
the more troubled at ; becauſe 45 good prople have leſs 
cauſe to fink and faint away; ſo Chriſt by their diſpon- 
dency hath the leſs Honour, Which two inconventen- 
cies much [adder then a Plague, © that I could, as 4 
poor Inſlrument, if not remove, yet abate, at leaſt in ſome: 
0 let Saints bear up, and fland in thy Gap, or Breach : 
Aaron you know ran into the midſt of the viſited Con- 
pregation , and ſiovod between the Dead and the Living 
waking atonement for them, till the Plague was ſtayed, 
Numb. 16. 47, 48. Hath Chriſt made his people: a Royal 
Prieſthood #0 offer up Spiritual Sacrifices acceptable by 
Feſas Chri(t ? and ſhall (ach run from the Congregation ? 
1 mean from their Duty, their Calling, their Charge, their 
own people, yea God and all, in vain ? O let Chriit be ho- 
nogred for the _ of whoſe Kingdom, by the conſcien* 
cions labours of Gods Children in their places, The _ 
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To the Reader. 

beth doth and ſhall fland through Gods mercy remtmbred i 
all bis Fudgments,even till the great and general day of the 
Lords Tribunal, | 

There are indeed no greater Motives to any good Attion, 
or endeauour , then the advance of Chrifts Honeur, «nd 
of the Holineſs and Happineſs of poor ſouls, who may; if 
they be wiſe, become with Ab _ -=_ yy Faith, and [0 
rewarded with ſtrong Conſole jo wh leving lo, with 
him, they might rejoice with joy unſpeakable, 4 full of 
glory, not only after, but alſo baking their death. Af 
which « plainly intended in the SubjeR, or Scripture here 
preſented to ſuch as would be ſerious 4nd ſafe. Fhich 
Defien of God, and intere# of man, if it be fancerely 
eſpeaſed ge the enſuing _—_—_ : God will 1 hope in mercy 
pardon, and ever aps w pity bis infrmitics, who 
in pity prayes fr 4 bleſfin aw of Fd ox this, ad all 
other means to be aſed by ſuch as are fick of the fears of 
Death before they are viſited. Who therefore will not 
ſarely, when « Cordial & brought them from the God of 
Heaven, fling Glaſſe and all, in contempt at. the poor Me(+ 
fengers, who js 


( Chriſtian Reader ) 
This inthe LORD heartily, 


R. T. 
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An Antidote againſt the Fears 
of Death. 


Heb. 2. 15. 


And delrver them, who throngh fear 
of death were all their life time 
ubjett to bondage. 


S& Hen the ſerious thoughts of Mor- 
> RE fality and Eternity do awaken our 

EASY /pirits to look about us, whoſe 

MAG Bodies, when once God is angry, 
are but duſ# and aſhes under a 
conſuming fire : When Peftilence, 
War, and Famine are at the 
doors, and look in, yea, en- 


ter in at the Windows, cloſely. following Poor men 
and women, as Phinehgs did Zimrs and Coxbi into their 
| | B very 
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very Tent co flay them: When Gods Prifoners are ſhut 
up from all comfort and Company of this lite: Then, 
ſurely then, no felowſhip like the feHowſhip of Chriſts 
ſufferings 3 No Sandnuary like his Sepalchre ; No Phyſi- 
tian like him, whoſe bload is of infinite value and wertye 
r00; No Deltverer from the miſeries and fears of death 
bur this Jeſus ; this Chriſt: that dyed. For his Death 
affords bread broken and ready prepared to refreſh and 
revive bothithe /i/ing and dying : - His bloud ſhed is the 
beſt Weapon-ſalve, or Plague-water ; the only Preſer- 
vative of all choſe that have received the Arrows of the 
Almighty, and the Meſſengers of Deach ; whether we 
conſider Famine, Wounds, or Plague of mens own 
hearts, or bodies. But it is comfort againſt Death in 
general, and the fears of it, that I deſign for the bene- 
fir of the Saints timorous ſouls, partakers with me of 
fleſh and bloud, who muſt certaizly, and may ſuddenly 
dye : Andblefled Eretnally be the Lord Jeſus, it is his 
Grandand ſpecial defien, who becauſe the children did 
partake of ficſh and blond, and too much communiczre 
in its fears of Death, did himſelf cake part of che ſame; 
he ved and died: That ſo feeling the bitterneſs both 
of the life and death of ficſh,he might as comfort his peo- 
ple in all cheir tribulations, fo eſpecially de{iver them, 
who through fear of death, were all thetr life time ſab- 
jet# ro bondage, I. need not tell you a thing ſo obvi- 
- ous, :How that Chriſt in his higheſt preheminence is the 
theame of this Epiſtle co the Hebrews ; which after a 
olorious and ſ{tagular manner diſplaies the honour and 
excellency-of. Chriſt- before the eyes of all, both Jew. 
2nd Gentile, who are too too prone to have very baſe 
and low-thoughts of 'his 1zcarnatioy and Hamunity, 


much more of þis De«th and Paſſer, ' 1 ſhall cherefore 
C Sy more 
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the fears of Death. 3 
more narrowly acquaint you with the import of this 
Text: The which, with the preceding verſe, is enough 
by Gods light to give us a foul animating and tranſ- 
forming view of Chriſt, Where we may ſee him 2r/- 
»mphing with all his elz& Soxldiers, ſome worthies eſpe- 
cially, over Deathand Hell, and the Devil too, Foraſ- 
much thin as the Children are partakers of fleſh and 
bloud, he alſs himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame, 
that throuzh death he might deſtroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the Devil, and deliver them 
who through fear of death, were all their life time ſub- 
je# to bondage. Wherein you have, as inthe Coherence, 
not only Chrifts and the Saints death, but alſo their 
victory over it. Inthe Tex it (elf you have theſe rwo 
arts: 
: 1. The Saints miſery by natwre, not only to dye, but 
before hand to labour under the fears of death ; their 
ſubjeftion tq bondage, with the continuance thereof; 4! 
their life time, | | 
2. Their deliverance by Chriſt; And deliver them 
who throagh fear of death were all their life time (ubjet to 
bondage. Where you: ſee their deliverance is very com- 
prebenſive. And deliver them: Their perſons are gloti- 
ouſly delivered ; whether you reſpe@ death it ſelf, the 
power and ffing of Death, or the fears of Death, or thar 
bondage upon the account of thoſe fears, which renders 
their /ife moſt ancomfortable, The deliverance by Chriſt 
bates none of theſe. Now there are ſome words and 
paſſages in my Text to be opened, that I may clear my 
way to the Dofrines which are to be found in this bleſ= 
ſed Scripture; Being all ſuch,as highly concern all mortal 
men, eſpecially in a-time of great mortality. 
1, Then, what. Death is this * Which is broughtin 
| B 3 here 
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here as 2 King of fears, ſo terrible, that the Dewi 
ſeems to be but its Yice- Roy z who would never be ſo 
dreaded, were it not for death, from which: he receives 
power to Captivace and tyrannize over the poor Con- 
ſciences of men, that are cow'd with guilt, and enfeebled 
with the hand-writing againſt them in-their own breaſts, 
who when moſt carnally afleep,do notwithſtanding now 
and thea ſadly dream of ſome ſudden reckoning. and 
dreadful execution. 

2. What are theſe fears ? Secing fear of Death is ſo 
natural ro, and common amongſt the Saints, 

3- Whar is meant by being ſubjet# to bondage ? Are 
not all Saints. more or leſs ſubje& ro many ſad fears of 
deaths Even thoſe chat ſometimes can waunt over it 
with the Apoſtle Pay/, may ſometimes alſo fear leaſt 
at death. chey ſuffer foipmrack, and become Caft- 
awaits. | 

4.. What is meant by «ff thetr life time ? What deli- 
verance if all their life time ſo ſubje& ? | 

'5, What is. this deliverance, wrought thus for the 
people of God by the power of Chriſt, and the trayſ- 
ations. of his, death ? To theſe reaſonable demands, 
briefly. 

Fiſt, What Death is this here meant © It is unque- 
ſtionably »ataral death ; the diſſolutionor departure of 
the ſoul from the body : The body exe way to the duft 
' and grave z. the ſoul angther way, even to.God that gave 
it. This is the Death here ſpoken of ; The more terrible 
for the certain judgwert of all, and Eternal damnation 
of moſt, immediately. conſequent thereupon, Now in- 
aſmuch as a litcle before the Text, feſb and bloydis men- 
tioned, which moſt ſhriaks from death, as that-part of 
a good mans nature that ſuffers. by. death the only 

9% | coke damage : 
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the fears of Death. 5 
damage: Andin as much as Chriſt therefore took pare 
of tbe ſame fleſh and bloud,” and fo therein taſted death 
for eveiy man ; it is but plainly abſurd to doubt thar 
natural death is here meant. | 

Secondly, What are the fears of Death here ſpoken 
of ? Seeing fear of Death is ſonatural te, and common 
amongſt che Saints, The Text will anſwer tor me ; the 
latrer expreſſion in the words reſolves you, They are 
ſlaviſh fears, not natural or filial. Such fears as when in 
any meaſure in the Sainis, have a certain eaypof the 
ſpirit of bondage; Fears which do debaſe the inzennity 1nd 
confidence of children; - As Sins are called juſt before 
the Text,. For as much then as thechildren are: parta- 
kers of fleſh and bloud : And fo thereupon: indeed are- 
naturally. ſubject to great fears, and by fn,to much bon- 
Cage too in their ſence and apprehenſion of D:ath ; 
therefore Chriſt cook part of their fAl:(h, that he mighc 
deliver thoſe who by reaſon of their flzth and bloud were 
ſubje& to great fears of dex:h.: That ſo he might reco- 
ver them into the juſt #emper, ingeauity,and liberty of the 
children of God. 

Thirdly,Whart is meant by being ſubje' to bondage * 
Are not all Saints more orleſs ſubjei#ro very g eatand 
ſleviſh.tears of death? Yea, ſuchas can ſom*rtimes vaut- 
over it with the Apoſtie Paul, do yet ſometimes a'fo 
even fear leaſt at death they ſuff=r ſhipwrack,and become 
Caſtawaies, 1 anſwer, Ir is not to be underſtood that 
any are ſo delivered, as to be quite ridof: theſe fears, or 
of all proneneſs to, and poſſibilty.of them 5; that they ſee 
and hear of theſe enemies no more.. For according to 
ſuch. a kind of meaning; the: deliverance could not 
be wrought till efter death ; ' afcer which. Saints 
ſhall. neither. fin, nor ſorrow, nor fear,. nor. be in 
: bondage. 


« An Antidote againſt 


bondage any more, If ſuch were the ſence, then the 
words of the Text ſhoald not run as they do thus, [7Yho 
were all their life time ſubjet# to bondage, \ but who were, 
and ſtill are, and fhall be ti{ death ſubject ro bondage, 
yet who indeed ſhall after death be perfectly delivered 
from the fears of Death, Traly, as the Text can by 
no means admit or bear ſuch a reading, ſono reaſon can 
make clear ſence of ir, For to be freed from the fears 
of death,declares death xo# paſt but to come, and ſo notes 
2 deliverance wrought i the life, What great pur- 
chaſe were it,ſhould a man undertake todeliver me from 
the fears of that ewi/, which I have already quite paſ 
throuzh ? Soabſurdis it to imagine, that Chriſts aRual 
delivering of Saints from the fears of. Death commences 
nor,or begins not ,till both Death it ſelt,and the fears of it 
roo, are all naturally together with it fr/# paſt; and 
quite gone. Nay, truly the wickedeſt man dying in his 
{ins, may be as properly ſaid to be delivered from the 
fears of his natural death, a moment or two after he is 
dead ; for how can he fear what he is ſure is irrecovera- 
bly pa#t 2 If a man dies, ſhall he /ive again Nay, ſhall 
he aye again © So that if this be all Chriſts death doth 
for the Saints, that when they be dead they ſhould not 
fear dying, or a paſt death; ir then doth but aZum age- 
re, doth bur what 1s done to hand by every ones death ir 
{re Well chen certainly Chriſts delivering Saints 
rom the fears of death muſt denote death not paſt, bur 
to come unto the delivered, -And thereupon Sabjection 
ro bondage, cannot fignifie any proneneſs to, or poſſibility 
of ſome evil tears of death, as that from which the 
Saints are in ths life delivered 5 But ſomewhat mire 
concerning, and indeed more” miſerable, plainly'aod 
Emphartically given out- in' that very fignificanc 
| word 
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the fears of Death. > 
word ire;,o',[ troyotiour Savin, ] For this word 7royor which 
we find rendered in the Text /»bje, ſignifies ſuch as 
are bound, held faſt; (ome rendering ir, obn9xii, ſome 
obſtritti, (ome qui tenentar, all agree in the (ame no. 
51on, of its importing as much as bound, held faſt, nia- 
nicled or fettered: Held faſt aS 2 bird cakenin a ſnare, or 
a Malefator arreſted by a Serjeant, or as a condemned 
149 manacled and fettered againſt the day of Execati. 
en, and ſo held faſt as to be in hourly or frequent tears 
of death; which whether it be the conftant condition 
of all or any of Gods people all their daies, comes next 
co be conſidered. 

4. What is'meant by all their life time ? What deli- 
verance if all their life time fo ſubje& * I anſwer, ir is 
plain, that by a//tbetr life tire, muſt be meant af that 
part of their life time, before they come to enjoy the be- 
nefic of this deliverance by Chriſt ; and is equivalent 
to [ All. thetr former life time, ] looking backwards to 
their ft, not forwards to. their laſt breath, That rhe 
time paſt ot their life is only here intended as the r7me of 
chis their bondage is clear in the very Text, { Who all 
their life time were, ] not ſtill are-or ſhall be; But oaly 
who could never otherwiſe all their life cime or before,gec 
any true freedom from theſe fears, and this bondage 
but by Feſus-Chriſt, and that upon the moſt ſerious medi- 
tation and due application of the merit and deſizns of his 
Death. - So then the Saints are not all cheir life time, 
enſlaved, bound, and as it were manacied and fettered 
in priſon ; but coming toa right underftanding of Chriſts * 
death, they are wonderfully: (er. /zoſe and at berty by 
Chiiſt : So asnot co be held faft int the clutches ot 'Sa- 
tan; alchough all their lite cime before, Conſcience and 
the Devil held them feft by the tears of Death and 
47s Judgmenc... 


8 An Antidote againſt 
Judgment After which Liberty ſo obtained, none of 
Gods people arc quite taken priſoners, held and bound 
hard and foot, as we ſay, with theſe fears ; though alas, 
mary times ſorely afſaalted. The Devil may be ſobold 
3s to arreſt them with theſe fears, but can never altoge- 
ther captivete and exſlave them, muchleſs carry them 
away as it were tothe ffrorg Hold, and detain them un+ 
der the power thereof, Where ever ke finds Gods chil- 
dren arrefting them with theſe fears of death, he finds 
them in privzledged places, as I may (ay; his Arreſt is 
294inſt the Law of God; the Goſpel Charter. And there 
is oxe. eſpecial'y, if fled to, and cafed upon, that will 
take cff che Arreſt, even Feſws Chriſt, the Captain of their 
Salvation, and powerfully deliver them from the Devils 
black frigheful ſuggeſtions, and all choſe aſtoniſhing 
| fears; having deftroyed him himſelf, and ' already pur 
him to his fearing and trembling. That throuzh death 
he miglt deſtroy him that had the Power of death, 
that is, the Devil, and ( So) deliver them, who through 
fear of death, were all their life time ſubjeF to bon- 
adage. | 
Eifcbly, What deliverance is this 2 Wrought for the 
people of God by the power of Chriff, and the trenſai- 
ons of his Death. It is a deliterance lo deſcribed here, 
( to obſerve the Logick of the Text, ) as that it dire&- 
ly cerries our eyes to behold, Firſt, The Deliverey him- 
_ Feſms Chriftl, Secondly, The miſery he delivers 
rom, | : 
Firſt, The Deliverer himſelf Jeſus Chriſt. And 
therefore we are to conſider: 
| F, That it is a deliverance deſigned and intended by 
him That he might deſtroy him chat had the power of 
ceath, that is, the Devil, and ( alſo hat he might ) 
| deliver 
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the fears of Death. 9 
deliver them who through- fear of death were all their 
life time ſubje& to bondage, By taking unto himſelf 
fleſh and bloud, By living and dying, this was his great 
Deſizn to deliver poor mortal men from the fears of 
Death. Great Comfort ſurely : He, he, will not fail of 
his end, How great is he whodiſappoints the devices 
of the crafty, ſo that their hands cannot perform their 
enterprize* And there is none that can coxtrovle him,or 
hinder him in his def2”, who ran down the Devil him- 
ſelfthat ſtood in his way. He was (o ſer on this deſien 
of delivering his children from the fears of Death, that 
he deſtroyed the Devil, who had the greateſt power of 
death to oppoſe him, 

2. As it is a Deliverance deſigned, ſo purchaſed by 
him, at the price of his Death. He taſted death for 
every man, that he might deliver,c&c; He 9425 with 
his own bloud the deliverance of his people from the 
fears of death, | 

3. As deſigned and parchaſed, ſo really and aQually 
wvouchſafed ; he deſtroyed the Power of the Tyrant who 
detained them as ſlaves,and ſet them ar liberty. As it was 
ſaid of Herod, He was dead that ſought the Childs life ; 
ſo may it be ſaid of the Devils He is de#royed thar 
enſlaved the poor Conſciences of mortal men with the 


horrid fears of Death *. And they that are in Chriſt are. ,,,,,,n,,5 
not under his power; ſo it may be ſaid of them only :# (pivot) 
that they were ſubje& to bondage, cloſely held to it , # #o 


. - hab'ndus (it; ac 
bur »ow they are looſe and art liberty, ro ſerve God with / ,,0; Pl 


out fear in righteouſneſs and holineſs all the dates of Calv. 
their life, Bur now, THE 
Secondly, .This AFual Deliverance is further deſcris 
bed ſoas to lead us to the Confideration of the miſery. 
from which Chriſt delivers his people, and thac 
C under 
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under thoſe words z Death, Fears, Bondage: 
1.From Death it ſelf, I mean the miſery or curſe of it, Te 
is crue all Chriſts redeemed ones dhe 5 or, aretranſlatcad's 
But Death is not death to them , but rather a meer 
ſbadew ; and whileſt it is a fad realty to others, it is 
truly but as a ſ{eep to the Saints, Tc is ſaid therefore of 
x Kings 2.10. the beſt wwrer men, they ſlept with their Fathers; Buc 
I Kings 11-43: of the Beſt and Greateſt+ God- Man Feſwus Chriſt, that he 
+ vi, Ard; He taſted of death for every man, as you have it 
ns, i4 alittle before my Text, chat is, for the good'and ad- 
eſt, norrem yantage of all the children. He taſted for them; ( it is 
phors ſampts £4 #49716, ) he drank up that Cup, * He taſted ſoas they 
Propinato cali- never do, that they might not taſte the bitterneſs of 
7, cx ſenp19/* Death. He taftedit for them, they only as it were kiſs 
an os theCup. Chriſt hed, they ſep. Now who will ſay, 
Chriſtus in tr=thar ſleeping is dyingindeed ; that it is. a miſery or im- 
pliczilla fuz perfection to fall aſleep: Unleſs we can think Adawto 
ad morem he miſerable in innocency, and fallen before his wife 
Pi To 8.51. cemprted him, or was yet made of him, for he was 
Quibuſdan aſleep when Eve was formed of his Rib, Sleeping then 
eriam placet, je nor a miſery, NO more is the Saints death, who fall 


iftud es referre . 

ee 29%: afleep in the flute of the beſt Innocency by the righteouſneſs 
| denmertum f,of Chrif, There may indeed be ſome fimilicude inthe 
Sed ramen = © xints death unto the JwsperfeFFion, and (which ſweerens 


deguſtari the matter ) unto the nece/1ity and refreſhment of ſleep; 


pr ywentgert raking ir- at the worſt, after that the Fall had decayed 
6th 3u4 mens Conſtitutions and _ There may be, and 
ratioze dicun- often are toflings and wearilom tumblings on adeath 
m1 £1149 01= bed, and ſometimes, anguiſh, agonies, terrible Con- 
dei down gu- vulfions ; bur theſe are only like the difficulty, which 2 
fare,quod mo? yyeary Traveller meets with in falling to ſleep , whoſe 
oy 3. fleep is nevertheleſs ſweet to him - Or like the terrible 
—— dreams a healchful.man may have in his ſleep, which are 

- | more 
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the fears of Death. 34 
more diſturbance to his fancy than ſexces : For uſually 
the body is paſt ſenſation, or but of a very dull ſence + 
and feeling in ſuch gaſping difficulties Such Convul- 
ſions frighting more the Beholder than the Patient, and 
are but (as I may ſay ) the ſad dreams of a dying man 
upon his falling to a deep ſleep: when he awakes, all is 
well: for he did but dream it was ill with kim. Buc 
however that ſoul is but lictle concerned in all this, 
which is delivered by Chriſt from the proper pains and 
terrours of Death. 

2. Chriſt delivers from the ſing of Death, Sin, 
which is remarkably fignified in the-word 7v2xo, in the 
Text, which with a Genitive, as it is here, is uſed in 
good Greek Authors, to ſignifie the 0b{gation of gu1l 
to a due puniſhment of a broken Law: And ſo conſequents\/ 
here to Death, the wages of fin, which terrifies af 
diſtance, and enſlaves the Conſcience. [ Snbjed? to 
Bondaze } that is, by the guil; of fin, cothe eathralling 
fears of its due puniſhment,Death *. But from this ſing * 2:x2there- 
of Death are Chriſts children delivered, witneſs ys 
Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. 15.56,57, The ſting of death & fin, Tex: chus : 
and the ſtrength of fin is the Law ;, but thanks be to God j9'140: metu 
who giveth ws the vidtory through our Lord Feſus Chrift. cinta 
Viftery by Chrift, or deliverance from the ſting of Death, rescrant [eruee 
made him. fing, O Death where & thy fling ? Death is*** 
but as a Serpent to be plated with, becauſe the ſting is ta- 
ken out, to be ſcorn'd therefore, rather than teared. 
So that you lee, the ſafety and ſweetneſs of this delive- 
rance by Chriſt conſiſts in his diſarming this enemy, 
pulling out that only bitter and mortally wounding {ing 
of Death, Sin, 

3, Chriſt Delivers his children from the awifh fears 
of- Death and the very ſad boydage of them; This 
C 3. indeed 
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indeed is the top and perfe&#Fion of this deliverance The 
very expreſs notion of the Text, and muſt be made ouc 
in the ſequel! of the Diſcourſe, To all which reſolves 
may be added'::-That as this happy deliverance is the 
real portion,and really enjoyed priviledge of real Saints, 
( Chriſt taſting death for every man, who is of thar 


bleſſed Fraternity, the children of Chriſt, as they are * * 


called by Chriſt himſelf a little before the Text, v. 13, 
14.) So alſo muſt this deliverance be acknowledged 
upon the firſt enjoyment at leaſt, to be not ſuddenly 
. perfert, through the weakneſs of believers faith; yer 
notwithſtanding it is ſ#/ ficient through Chriſt tobear 
them our in all their encounters, even at length unto Con- 
queſt, yea, Triumph too, Thanks be to God who gives 
us the viory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1nd makes 
us without fear fing, O Death where # thy ſting ? For as 
God, even ſo Chriſt gives all his benefits /:beraly, and 
upbraids not, and that without any difference or reſpe&t 
of pefſons, to all that ask in faith without any waye- 
ring.! His bleſſed will is, That his free born cbilaren 
ſhould not only have life, but have it more abundantly ; 
that is, comprehending naturally this inſtance, 7has 
they ſhould be more and more abundantly freed from the 
ſervile tears of death, not only from the domineering 
prevalency, but the diſquieting preſerceof them. Now 
the words lying open to view, you havea moſt fair pro- 
ſpefF of great and (weet wariety; which n«tarally ſprings 
up, out of this meſt fruitful field, that if dizged and 

ſearched will yield very holy meditation and diſcomſe. 
Concerning this Scripture, I may ſay traly in the 
words of the Apoſtle Pag/, when he was comforting 
timoroxs ſouls under their fears of Fudgment, and lo ve- 
ry pertinently to my buſineſs in band : Behold here, 
how 


- 


the feats of Death. I; 
how our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our 
Father, who hath loved us, and given us everlaſting 
conſolation and good hope through grace, do here com- 
fort your hearts by the moſt warm breathings of the 
Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, who indeed is then a Comm- 
forter, when 31l elſe are but zziſerable ones, His Cordial 
* here is very ſingular and foveraign, the Ingredients very 
precious and various, and not a little conſpicuows in theſe 
following DodFrinesz ſome of which are raiſed from 
the foxrteenth verſe immediately preceding my Text ; 
ſome from both werſes together; and ſome from the Text . 
it ſelf only. | | 

I. The foarteemth verſe exhibits to you theſe ſeven 
Dottrines. 

Firſt, That the unconceivable love of the Sox of Godto 
his dear children, made hit come down on earth and become 
man. 

Secondly, That Chriſt in bis humane natare is 4s very 
man a5 any of the Elect, his fleſh and bloud not only being 
like ours, but part of our ſubſtance, He alſo himſelf like- 
wiſe took part of the ſame: Sothat he himſelf is of the 
ſame flock of Adam and Eve as ſurely and werily as any 
of us. 

Thirdly; That finwers out of Chrift are under the ſen- 
tence of Death, ſnch as are not Gods Children are under 
the Devil their fathers crnel ſeverity, that is, under the 
power of Death, or, That Satan hath the power of Death 
over all ſnch as are not delivered by Chrift from bis 
Power, | 

Fourthly,That Chrift hath deftroyed this his power, for 
the ſole benefit of hu children, true believers, 

Fitthly, That the way how Chriſt overcame Satan, and 
deſtroyed his power, was by his own death, Or, Chriſt XP 
| is 
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his own death conquered that Tyrant the Devil, Which 
deſtruftion of the Devil by the Death of Chrift, becauſe 
alledged here by the Apoſtle as Chriſts intermediate end, 
in ſubſerviency to his Grand! defien of delivering his 
children from the fears of Death, I ſhall only a licele 
pauſe upon, The Dewil was no ſooner ovr enemy, but 
Chrift was bis, . The Devil (aid to our firſt Parents, Te 
ſhak not ſurely dye,but Chriſt only made ic good. Though 
the Devil meant nothing /ef, yet Chrift nothing wore ; 
ſee the Devil in his colours. Firſt, he temps to fin, 
with a ſurely thou fhalt not dye, and yer preſently upon 
the Commiſſion of ſin, he torments with a ſurely thou ſhalt 
dye. He ſpeaks his ows plainly when he tempts co fon, 
bur he ſpeaks in appearance Gods words when he tempts 
to deſpair. How much harder then is ic to reſiſt his 
remptations to deſpair of pardon, than it is to reſiſt 
thoſe his temptations by which he would bring us into 
2 ſeadacedot it, Butheis a Zyar in both, For he ſpake 
in bis firſt temptation to fin againſt his own judgment, 
who verily thought man by fin would moſt irrecovera« 
bly dye, and that for ever. And when he tempes all 
men to deſpair with a ſarely ye ſha dye, he knows 
he lies, For Chriſt in all Ages effeQually deli- 
vers all his Children. Whether Satan ſay, hos ſhalt not 
ſurely dye before fin committed, or thov ſhalt ſurely dye 
after fin committed, be knows he lyes , in the oxe he 
lyes againſt the truth of che Zowz in che 0:hty be lyes 
againſt the truth of the Goſpe/, In the ozxe he lyes 
againſt the true meaning of an EnafFed Law, in the 
ther he lyes againſt the truth of the yepea/e; or in the 
ove he lyes againſt thetruth of Gods threats, and the 
condemning power of the Law ; in the 8ther, againſt the 
truth of Gods prowiſes, and of his incomparably glo- 
| rious 
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rious AF of 1»dempnity, He thought indeed ſeeing he 
cou'd not be exalted above God, he would become a per- 
ty Tyrant ( as his ambition thirſted ) over poor man- 
kind, and thereupon laboured co bring man by fin #n- 
der his power, the power of death; but wherein he 
dealt proudly Chri# was above him; Chriff in mans 
nature dyed for man;. ſo that though is as much as 
Chriſt dyed the Devil br#iſed his heel, yer Chriſt by his 
own death defeated his defign, and braiſed his Serpent- 
bead, which he will not be able to get healed for ever : 
whereas Chriſt'only was dead, bur #« «live, and lives for 
evermore's as before by death to vanquiſh him, fo eter- 
nally by the power of his Life and Raign to keep him 
under, m chains of darkneſs, and alſo to deliver his 
children from his power of Death; who though they 
fleep, yet ſhall wake again Erernally. 

Sixthly, That Chriſts death conquered the Saints death x 
eyen the power of itlying much in the band of the De- 
vil, was deſtroyed with-him. Death is our enemy; 
Chriſt encountred ic for us, in our ſtead; verſe g, the 
Apoſtle, ſpeaking of Jeſus, ſaies chus ;- Thar: he by the 
grace of God ſhould caſte death for every man z for him: 
He conguered our enemy death, by ayizg, by bearing, 
and ſo breaking off from us all its malignant force, thar 
it cannot reach us therewith when it ruffles moſt, Ir is- 
our laff- enemy, but already conquered by Chriſt. 
Chriſts death ir: is the Saints /ife in Death. Chriſt 
ttath given death its deaths wound; and though ar its laſt: 
gaſp it would lift up its ſelf,and grin upon adying Saints 
yet behold all its wenome-reerh are daſhr out by the 
power of Chriſt; and its fing to ſeek, Iclaies only 
npon-him a cold and feeble hand, but cannot break a 
bone, as I may ſay, not do-the leaſt hue. mow 

rocks. 


46 An Antidote againſt 
rocks the body aſleep, and makes way for the ſoulto 
enter into its Maſters Joy, unſpeakable indeed and full 
of glory, As the Devil, whom Chriſt rebaked in the 
poſſefled, tare and rent the body, it is true; yet durſt 
not but come forth and depart; and though the body 
was left on the ground as dead, yet it quickly appeared 
to be alive, Sodeath may teare and ſhake a Saints bo- 
dy at its diſſolution, ard leaveit for dead on the ground, 
yet it hath no more tc doto touchit, the very body 
(as the grain ſownin theearth is a ſpringing up, rhough 
at fiſt ſlowly, with a new life; ) I ſay the body ſhall in 
ſpight of death live again gloriouſly at che Reſurret- 
on, and never dye z becauſe death is conquered and de- 
ſtroyed for ever by Chriſts death, who was dead but is 
alive for evermore, Amen, Neither is the Saints ſleep- 
ing at their diſſolution, a bare piece of Rhetorick, but a. 
moſt real notion: Wicked mens bodies may- be ſaid in- 
deed moſt properly to ſuffer death ; for though they alſo 
ſhall riſe again, yet it is to lead a life in thoſe raiſed bo. 
dies worſe than deat. But now Saints bodies are, whilſt 
in the grave, really united to Chriſt , which teal union 
of their duſt to Chriſt, is a glorious ſecurity of their 
bodies bleſſed life, which the former bare union of their 
_ and bodies together before death could never give 
them, 

_ Seventhly, That ſeeing Death and Devil was thus 10 
be deitroyed by Chrif, it behoved Chrift to be a mortal 
man 10 dye, as well as God-man thereby to conquer 
Death. | 

2. From the verſe immediately preceding, together 
with my Text, theſe two" DotFrines: 
Firſt, 7hat as Cbri#f by bis Death conquered the Devil 

and Death: So alſe by the ſame Death of his, he i 
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the fears” of Death. > 
wered his children, true Believers, from the laviſh fears 
of their own death, | | 
Secondly, That there s none: but Chriſts children can 
have ſolid and true courage againſt Death. Norafree man; 
in the world, but a'true believer, all the reſt are bond- 
{laves, fearful, che Devils priſoners. Whatever fool-; * 
hardineſs there may be in the world, falſly called valour. 
and contempt of death; yet it is far exceeded in the: 
ſame kind, by the more finewy ſtrength and daring 
boldneſs of many brute beaſts: And in them rather ic. 
is valowr; in man madneſs: The Brute dares to dye, 
but man more void of ſtrength and reaſon, dares dye and 
be damned roo, But ſure all ſuch men in their natural 
condition are paſt feeling, or Cowards only to them- 
ſelves; ſo unreaſonably daſtardly, as to dare rather to 
look death in the face than their own awakened. Conſci- 
ences. For they that ſeriouſly meditate and kyow both 
themſelves, and Death, and Devil, inſtead of precending 
valour,muſt needs yield themſelves Captives to the fears 
of Death : for ſtouter Creatures: than ſinful, wicked, 
unregenerate men ; even the Devils themſelves under 
guilr,do fear and Tremble. SLE 
3- From my Text «/one, only theſe three Do- 
(Frines : Þ 
Firſt, That there us anataral fear of Death as well as of 
the Devil,rooted in all mens hearts alwaies, whilſt they are 
ont of Chriſt at lesſs., I ſay alwaies, Though nor alwaies 
felt, yeteaſily awakened as, by raging gailt,a tempting 
Devil, and ſore judgments inflicted .on them by an angry, : 
et moſt r/zbteone God, viſiting their Tniquities. 
Secondly, That thu fear puts men in bondaze.'. So that 
they dare not. by reaſon of ſenſible andeevident danger” 
of difiration, meditate ſeriouſly upon death, Gods 
we | D judge- 
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judgements, Or Hell, fo clearly. and confeſſedly deſerved 
by themſelves. | 
- Thirdly; : 7hak Chriſt # the great Deliverer of his Peo- 
ple from the: ſpaviſh. fears of Death, I ſhal},\.God' afliſt- 
ng, as it concerns me, duly eye all along the deathof 
Chriſt, by the. which Death of his. Xe doth deliver his. 
People from.the fears of their own death, yet intend- 
ing to ſpeakas briefly, and: with 'what advaneage I can 
from the Scriptures to this ſingularly comfortable Do» 
cine, 1 ſhall rake che latitude, which the abſolute con(6- 
deration of the Text clearly gives me, according tothe 
Doctrine already; laid down intheſe words. 
-> - Dodtrine, Thar Chrifhs the Great Deliverer of his peo» 
ple from their ſlaviſhfears of death, } | 
| Iris the will of this grear K7ng of Saints, and Prince 
of. Peace, that all his People ſhould live op co their pri- 
wiledze'and 'bis beronr: Not as:fins, much leſs as. the 
Devils or Deaths ſlaves, but'as Childrew,  Chrift is cal-+ 
led, the Everlefting' Fathers and here before my Texc 
he himſfelt ow-s, and anſwers to that name; Behold, 7, 
andihe children which God bath given me. Chriſts great 
deſizn is to make his children, children: indeed, free in- 
deed from the ſervile- tears of Death, This Prince of 
life, as heiscalled, As 3.15. wiil not have his children 
ves to death; fio, nor to the Princeof Death the de- 
vil; The Method:in'proſecutingthistruth, ſb3ll be by 
the Lords concurrence, Fuſt, Th prove chat the Lord- 
Chriſt is ſucha Deliverer.. Secondly, Toſhew how he 
actually manages this deliverance of his Saints from 
their fearsof Death. Thirdly, To Apply. 
''Firft, Then to: prove- that the Lord Chriſt is ſuch a 
Deliverer: . For. ſuch a glory. of our bleſſed Saviour is 
kighly worth the beholding; yea; men and Angels 


diſplaying 
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- diſplaying, and therefore nor a needleſ3'thing to prove. 
It is'never fufficiently- ſeen and admired. This conſodt.. 
'rable and comfortable part of the Saints deliverance by 
"Chriſt, is one of the faireſt and rareſt Jewels in the Dig» 
"Jem of this King of Sins. '-He'w the Deliverer uf his 
people fromthe fearsof Death, Therefore 2s the Apo- 
ftle- ſaies a liccle below my Texc, - Confider then':che 
Apoſtle, and High Prieſt of our Profeſſion' Chriſt Feſws 
Conſider well your [great Meſs/ah; O Saints, behold 


Firſt, He hath power enongh thus to deliver, -Is he not 


rally togerher, #nd wiil Chrift ſeparat& them? Now 
can Chriſt 
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delivered How is-it. poſſible? The Philoſopher will 

' Iaughac chis doubtor denial, with his Fruſtra eff potey- 
Ha que non producitar in attum, That poweris in vain 
that is never exerciſed. Can.the Sun. withhold the 
force of its power to heat, from any thing it ſhines upon? 
Can a Mother forget her Child 7 So, can the Everlaſting 
Fathtr forget bis? Can Chriſt withhold or deny the 
eff: ual influence of his power to deliver to the atter- 
moſt them that come unto God by him? When once 
this Sun of Righteouſneſs is riſen with healing under 
his wings upon-any. poor ſoul, the. warmth of his con- 
tinual beams, ever and anon breaking through all clouds 
and overcaſts, cannot but diſpel and., work out of that 
ſou] all che chil fears of Death, -. 
Secondly, As Chriſt hath power to deliver his pea- 
ple from the laviſh tears of death, ſo alſo an inf enſa- 
ble. obligation thereunto lying upon him as 7. ha 
This is an invincible. argumeat with the former: And 
if you conlider well, in whom this power reſides, you 
cannot have the leaſt ſcruple or darkneſs in this Point 
Who is it then ? Truly, God-man, the Son of God 
and of man; who is what he is as. a Chriſt, a Jeſus, a 
Saviour, for the real and effeRual good of allhis people, 
who cannot, if they will, but, ſooner or later, in ſome 
meaſure, 8s really partake of every vercue and; benefir 
of Chriſts death, which they ſtand in need of, as ever 
Chriſt-did partake with, them: of the ſame fleſh and 
bloud. For as Medator he is obliged to ſave to the ut- 
termoſt, .1 Cor,1, 30. ' But of bins are ye in Chrift Feſus; 
- who of God is made unto ws (as ) Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
Santification,( ſo ) Redemption ; Chrift cannot ind will 


not; deay:,any real Saints that univerſal and full Redem- | | 


ption-and deliverance which. God. hath made. over to 
, | : them 
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them in and with his Son. The world out of Chriſt 
cannot claim a comfortable intereſt in Gods power, 
whom they have perteRly diſobliged, and can by no 
manner of proper merit oblige him again. But now 
Saints may claim an intereſt in Chriſts power to ſave 
them to the utterwoſt, becauſe he is made of God to 
them Redemption, without any exception of ſo confi- 
derable a Redemption, as this is, from the fears of death; 
or indeed without poſs/bi/ity of any ſych exception, For 
if Chriſt be made to the Saints Righteouſneſs, the Law 
is ſatisfied, the ſting of Death, fin'; and the ſtrength of 
fin, the Law, is all quite caken away by a pardon g:vea 
us through Chrifts ſatisfatory and merirorious righte. 
ouſneſs, [If Chriſt.be made, Sand#ification to us, the 
power of ſin is alſo; much ſubdued, fo thac the hearts 
courage is no more ſo weakened by ſin, nor ſuch an en- 
mity againſt, and.thereupon. ſuch a ſuſpicion of Gods 
wrath maintained, as.hefore';-nor in a word, ſuch a ſpi- 


xit of bondage again.to fear, as formerly. And then 


if Chriſt be made wiſdowe to us, he gives us light, 
whereby to diſcover the truth and benefir of all this 
grand proviſion for our ſouls peace and reſt; What then 
can his being made Redemption tous be more, over.and 
above, or leſs 2 Then his reſcuing our hearts and conſci- 
ences from the laviſh and fooliſh fears. of any damage 
by Death, char penalty of the Law, the- wages of ſin, 


the worſt chat can.come, Chrift. removing the guilt. of 


fin as our Righteonſneſs, and the power of fin as our 
SautFification, and alſo removing our ignorance of 
deaths impotency . inſuch a caſe to hurt us, as our W/73/- 
dom, hath left nothing to be. dane more, or in.che nexc 
place as our Redemption, but the removing, alſo the im- 


patency of. our hearts ia ſuch unreaſonable. fears of 


Death, 
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Death, which he hath ſo diſarmed not-only of 'weapoy, 
but of power alſo tohurtus. Now all this he is 6bli- 
ged todo forthe Saints ; For howis he made allthis ro 
them, it it reach not their ſouls ?' Separate not whar 
God hath conjoyned in 'your 'Saviour, 'one and'all in 
ſome meaſure is every Saints portion. They cannot 
- ask mareof each than is prepared for them in the ful- 
neſs of Chriſt : N:y, not more than. they have clear 
ticle to, as much now's ever any Saints had in any for- 
mer ages, becauſe Chriſt is made of God to all Saints 
in full; Wiſdem;Righteouſneſs, S anfification, and Redem- 
ption. Poor ſanls, : power in God for your good yon 
can bardly conceive, fith by reaſon of fin he that made 
you by his power, may refuſe to ſave you'by his power, 
well, yet power laid up in Chriſt 'for you, may well 
encourage you, God hath therefore lodged power in 
Chriſt God-man, -to let poor Szints, believing in him, 
ſee their intereſt in it, andmarriage clatmtoit; to let 
'them know, he would have his 'power a@ually-deliver 
-and ſave them to the ##termoſt. © Go'to Godby him, 
and he is not only able,” but' obliged to car7y yan to God 
'withour: fears in the way: Ir being his very office's i 
God&s'H:gh Chamberlain, one ſet over the houfe of God 
for this purpoſe, Heb.t0.,21,22, - But to fuppart this 
with another Conſideration, PEPE Ls COL COTS 
Thirdly,” As Chriſt is able and- obliged, - ſo willizg 
and faithful ; 25 willing'as able, and as faithful aSobliged 
thus todeliver,, Truly this with the firſt, Imeanhis 
willingneſs, faithfulneſs, and bis ability, "('which-was 
firſt mentioned, ) might eaſi'y be granted by any that 
conſider the Perſon; God-man, here ſpoken of , *yer 
becauſe ir c#kes much to this preſent purpoſe T-muſt 
ſhew you ſome Scripture, that'commands us to _— 
| this 
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this in him, as Heb.2.17., Wherefore it behoved himin all 
things to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be 
4a merciful, and faithful High Priefl, Mercifal ; He took 
our nature, our very fleſh, that he might be more ten- 
der. of, and merciful to- us in our danger, and fears of 
dying ; which by reaſon of fleſh and bloyd are incident 
tous And then faithful, that is, ſo ſenſible of every 
thing, tznder and pitiful, as faithfully to improve his 
preat Ability to ſave and deliver to the uttermoſt, . ' As 
his power is large to the uttermeſt of our miſery and fear, 
ſo his faichfulneſs is as large as his power, He. muſt then 
of neceſſicy be an aQtuil deliverer of his people in 3ll 
points,' not only from their Enemies, but from their 
ſervile fear of them : As from Deaths wiſery, (o from 
the fear of it, that they ſerve God without any ſuch 


horrid fear, in- rig!:teouſneſs: and holinels all their dies, 


And: the reaſon 1s-cogext ;: for in him concur ſufficient 
ability ro ſave, and an indiſpenſable obligation therero 
from the-immutable'parpoſe: and appointment, mutual 
agreement,and mercy, both'ot his father and himſelf, and 
alſo particularly a great obligation: from. the power of 


his Sywpathywirth choſe: whote natures. and fleſh he took 


up z and then as ſufficient ab/lity,and indiſpenſable oblighs 
jen; ſo-infallible faithfulneſs meet gloriouſly -in this 
bleſſed Jeſus, and ſpeak him an <1lmizhty Deli- 
verer of his people from the: fears of :Death,. Doth nor 
all this appear 2 He dyed, Who could, who would fo 
dve'? - 11 1-89 
"Refers his death he cryed; Let thucup paſs: that ſo 
no Saint might fear its approach : . He at hi death cried 
out, Ay God,my God;why haft thou forſaken me-? Thatſo 
no Saint might: at his '0wn death cry our fearfully; ag 
torſaken of. God. Thoſe his: 6ri25 proceeded- from 
mizhty 


— 
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mighty and meritorious pangsz Thus each peculiar pain 
was appointed for our particular healing ; as theſe men- 
tioned, -for the cuting us of the painful fears of our 
death; and. they are alſo great demonſtrations of Chrifts 
mercy and fairhfulneſs unto us unto the laſt: Who elſe 
might eaſily have had more than twelve Legions of 
Angels to have reſcued him from thereſt of his Paſſi- 
on: but he was cruel to himſelf, mercitul and faithful 
0s. | 

Fourthly, Chriſt is a Deliverer of his people from 
the fears of Death; becauſe he cannot but be faithful 
as to his childrens good, fo to his own glorious defizn, 
Where Power, and Reſolution, and unchangcableneſs 
meer, what can hinder the accompliſhment of a de- 
ſign? Chriſts power of delivering from the fears of 
death hath been evidently proved ; His defign is mani- 
feſt in the Texc, He aſſumed humane nature, THAT 
he might delivec his Saints from the fear of Death, and 
whilſt he bears about him that Huwane Nature, how 
can he but be conſtant to his defizn in taking it up 2 He 
that livcs for ever to make interceſſion for his peo- 
ple, hath not in vain the Keyes of Hell and of 
Death, 

Fifthly, He hath accompliſhed and atchieved ſach 
things for his children that naturally bring about this 
their freedom from the fears of Death. To ſuggeſt the 
moſt weighty. 

Firſt, He died not only in their ature, bur in their 
ſtead. He taſted death for them. So that as to them it 
may be truly ſaid, Mankind died in him their repreſen- 
rative, That formidable death which men deſerve, 
Chriſt hath undergone it all, What fear of death can 
then be reaſonably yielded to; it is Chriſt that died. 

| What 
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W hat reaſon tofear that which another hath felt for us 
on purpoſe, that we to be ſure ſhould never feel any 
ſuch thing, What is truly formidable in Death is paſt 
and gone ; and no more to be feared than an eſcaped 
danger, 

Secondiy, Chriſt hath by his death mwerited Saints 
freedom from the fears of their own, He laid down 
his life as the price of this Priviledge. What Saint chen 
dares fear death, that conſiders the unqueſtionable (uffi- 
ciency of the value of Qhriſts death, for the purchaſing 
this great priviledge for him that he ſhould not feac 
death * For a Saint to fear Death with a bondage ſervile 
fear, is as much as to ſay ; Chriſt hathnot bled enough 
to purchaſe this my freedom from theſe fears, bur [ 
muſt bleed too, to raiſe the price. God forbid that 
any Saints doubts or fears ſhould ever be found fo palpa- 
bly guilty of undervaluing the bloud of Chriſt, and the 

rice of their Redemption, 

Thirdly, Chriſt by his Death hath taken away the 
only true fundamental reaſon, and occaſion of the fear of 
Death, and that is the condemwningypower of the Law. 
The ſting of that Death, ſa'es the Apoſtle, which men 
ſo dread, it. is nothing elſe but fin; Sin indeed unpar- 
doned: Well, but that is pardoned in the bloud of 
Chriſt : and therefore ſaies he; Thavks be ts God who 
giveth ws the vidfory, ( that is, over death, ) through our 
Lord Feſws Chriſt: Well, but how? The foregoing 
words ſhew it, 1 Cor.t 5.56,57: The fling of death i ſon; 
True: Burt, the ſtrength of fin « the Law; Oh ! there, 
there is the bitterneſs. The Law ſharpens,and ſtrengthens 
the ſting of Death, iv, Oh ! This condemning power 
of a broken Law ! This,this torments the ſinners hearc 
with the fears of Death, ms but obſerve; The 


ſtrength 
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ſtrength of fin « the Law, butthanks be 18 God whogineth 
w the viftory; that is, by weakening the ſtrength of 
ſin, and bluncing the ſharpneſs of that ſting of Death, 
Chriſt hath ſat#fied every demand of the braken Law; 
that fin or death can ſay er do nothing to fright one thar 
is by faith become Chriſts child. Though the Devil 
lye, and ſo labour to terrifie a Saint, ſzying, Come, 
come away z thou haſt broken the Law -Its Sentence 
and doom is paſt upon thee, Come to priſon - thou 
muſt ſurely and ſuddenly dye, Yet all this time che Law 
fates noſuch thing; and yet it flatters none, being moſt 
true and juſt , bur it takes good notice that Chriſt died, 
and it is fully ſatisfied. I will aſſure you the Law will 
not ſuggeſt the leaſt fear to any ſoul that hath the leaſt 
faith in Chriſts bloud. The Law acknowledges ſuch 
full payment by Chriſts moſt Prec/oxs Death, that ic 
requires not the leaſt farthing more, Rom.15.18. As by 
the offence of one, judzment came upon all to Condemnati- 
0m; ſoby the righteouſneſs of one, ( ſaies the Apoſtle of 
Chriſt, ) #he free gift came upon all unto juſtification of 
life, The broken Law, inſtead of condemning. .a fin- 
ner, that hath faith in Chriſt, doth rather juſtifie him 
folly. The Law ſaith to the finner that believes in 
Cbrift; Truly for all me thou ſhalc live, and that erer- 
nally ; for Chriſt hath died, I require no death of thee; 
and that thou at thy diſſolution ſeemeſt co die, it is more 
' toconform to thy Maſters and Saviours death, and in- 
deed to comply with the neceſſity of a better and more 
curious fabrick of thy body, and its far ſweeter life, 
than to ſatisfie any of the Laws demands. Thus Chriſt 
ſatisfying the killing demands of the Law, hath 
indeed taken away the yery ground of fear, the 
very ſtrength of fio, which without that ftrengrh 

cannot 
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the feats of Death. 2> 
cannot afford Death the leaſt ſting to wound us, 
Fourthly, Chriſt hath taken away, as the ſtrength of 
ſin, fo the ffrevgth alſoof the Devils Temptations to 
fear death, So that when a S11int fears death upon the 
Devils remptatioes, he fears 4 he of the Devils, and 4 
fancy of his own. For Chriſt hath really broken the 
force of all the devils temptations to fear death , accord- 
ing to the clear meaning of that expreſſion coupled with 
my Text, That he might defroy bim that had the power of 
Death, Bur you will ſay who but God hath the power 
of life and Death 2 Doth nar Jeſus Chriſt bimſelf vin. 
dicate it'as his Prerogative Royal, Rev.1.18, ſpeaking 
of himſelf, 7 am he that liveth and was dead, and bebold 
1 am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keyes of 
Hell and Death, What power of death then hath the 
Devil? Bur little now; bleſſed be Chriſt, The Devil 
cannot bring death at his pleaſure to our doors, Fobs 
life was not committed to his cruel mercy, he had no 
power to kill him, Truly, wicked men have power, 
when God permits, to kill the body, and what hath the 
Devil more * By the Power of Death here attributed 
to the Devil, is meant only his forcible temptations, by 
which he conveys many ugly forms and ſhapes of Death, 
and fo alſo many ſad apprehenſions and fears thereof 
into mens diſtreſſed Conſciences; the Devil hath /cave 
of God to fright guilty ſinners, and he hath of himſelf 
malice, power, and wit enough to bring death near , and 
to lay its rough hand upon the ſore placeof a finners 
wounded Conſcience. Yea, hehath beſides, even all 
that power and ſlreggth of Deaths ſting in kis hand ; 
which Death received from the Condemning Law. But 
now though the wicked are often laid open to the Des 
vils cruel mercy; yet little ir-is that he can do 2gnir.ſt 
E2 Chriſts 


- 


28 An Amidote againſ} 

Chriſts People, becauſe Chriſt hath deſtroyed the De: 
vi, and this bis Power.- Chriſts bloud hath cancelled 
his Commiſſion, - or ſo contracted and leſſened ir, thar 
when ever he aſſaulcs a believer with the fears of Death, 
he knows he muſt flee upon reſiſtance, Reſiſt the Dewil 
( ſaies the Apoſtle) avd he will flee from you : He knows 
he muſt ; having no Commiſſion co ſtay after ſuch reſi- 
ſtance, as Chriſt enables his people to make, And 
then as to that ſtrength of his Temptations which is 
derived and urged from a pretence of the Condemnati- 
on and penalty of the Law, Ir is bur little, or indeed 
nothing tie can ſay to a believer, Here the Saint hath 
advantage of ground given him againſt the Devil. For 
never was the Law more broken than Chriſts life fulfil- 
led it ; and never can the penalty thereof be ſo fally ſut- 
fered, asit was by Chriſts Death, char paid the utter- 
moſt farthing : which the damnea's corments ſhall never 
be able to do. 

Sixthly, Chriſt is the Deliverer of his People from 
the fears of Death, in as much as he works mightily 
in them as well as for them, and ſo wonderfully ſtreng- 
thens them in the inner man againſt thoſe ſervile fears of 
Death. But in what manner, and by what graces or 
comforts, I have determined toſheiy in the ſecond part 
of my Method. TI ſhall therefore now only add ; That 
Chriſt adminiſters a mighty vertue and power to the 
ſpirits of his people; by his gracious Pardons, encou- 
raging Commands, and comfortable, yea, ſutable Pro- 
miſes, All which wonderfully ſerve to animate Belie- 
vers againft the fears of Death, | 

Firſt, By Gracious Pardons. The Son of man had 
power onearth to forgive fin; ſure he hath not loſt that 
power now he is exalted in heaven, You know he 


exerciſed - 
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the fears of Death. 29 
exerciſed that power on earth , and ſo he doth ill. For 
whilſt 99 earth, how oft ſaid he ? Thy ſins are forgiven 
thee. Upon his departure from the earth, near his dying, 
Peace 1 leave with you, my Peace I give unto you, not 4s 
the world giveth, give I unto you let not your heart be trou+ 
bled, neither let tt be afraid, Joh.14,27. After his Re- 


ſurrettion, Peace be wnto yow, Joh.20.321. After his 


Aſcenſion into heaven you know the Salucacions in his 
Letters Credential by his Ambaſſadors and Miniſters, I 
mean the Salutations you find in the front ro many of 
the Epiſtles in the New Teſtzment : Grace, Mercy, and 
Peace from God our Father, ( fitſt, ) and ( then ) from our 
Lord Feſws Chriſt, as the very next hand. This Prince 
of Peace ſpeaks Peace to his Saints, and what enemy 
firſt or laff (as death is) dare or can ſpeak War ? As 
Chriſt by his own mouth ſpake peace on earth co his peo- 
ple; ſo now as verily and really by his own ſpzrit, by his 
infallible Word, and true Ainiſters, he ſaies ro the poor 
Conſciences of his Saints, Tour ſins are forgivea you ; 
and if $i» ſting not, Death cannot. Guilt's fears are 
blaſted with that ſweer peace which Chriſt gives, and 
which the world by a thouſand: Deaths cannot take . 
away ; fears cannot dwell where Chtiſts words of eter- 
nal life take place. So that a pardoned Conſcience (ings 
before this enemy Death; O Death where # thy 
ſting ? 

Secondly, By encouraging Commands,doth his Excel- 
lency the Lord Jeſus hearten his People and Souldiers 
rhat they fear neither Death, nor Devil, which expreſ- 
ſions of Chriſt are not to be conſidered only as beſeeching 
perſwaſions, bur rather as moſt rouzing and Authorita- 
tive incitements unto courage and valour, as theſe are: 
Fear not little Flock, it i your Fathers good pleaſure to 

| give 
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edve you the Kingdom, (Luk.12.32.) which indeed is 
won and tully poſſeſt by Death, And, Be of good chear, 
and let net your heart be tronbled,neither let it be affraid,&c,. 
So ſtil doth Chriſt, as a Lord of Hoſts, go on ſpeaking 
couragiouſly to us by his Word, by his Spirit, and by 
his field Officers, I mean his Apoſtles and Miniſters , 
and that in ſuch words as theſe preſt and charged home; 
Let your Converſation be ax BECOMES the GOSPEL, and 
that eſpecially iz your being nothing TERRIFIED by 
your adverſaries, Phil..27,28. And put on the whole 
Armour of God, &c, That ye may be able to ſtand in the evil 
aay, and having aone all to ſtand. Chriſt as a good Cap- 
rain and great General heartens his people not to fear 
their laſt encounter in the evil day, the hour of danger, 
or of ſudden Death ; he ſecretly whiſpers ſuch courage 
into his peoples hearts: And for him to ſay fear nor, 
( who by a word created all things in heaven and earth ) 
it is enough to embolden the fainteſt Chriſtian Souldier 
_ unto Conqueſt. What a Captain of Salvation is this? 
That at once ſates, be of good courage, and makes of 
good courage. Oh labour to hear the voice of the 
Son of God, and thou ſhalt live in ſpight of Death ; 
and truly there is no ſuch difficulty to hear him, for 
he uſes to ſpeak Peace to his Saints that diligently ſeek 
him. 

Thirdly, By comfortable and ſutable Promiſes, doth 
the Lord Jeſus animate his people againſt all evil fear of 
Death , to inſtance in ſome, 7 wil not leave you comfort- 
leſs. 1 will ſend you the Comforter. FVerily, verily I ſay 
wnto you, ye [ball be ſorrowfal, but your ſorrow ſhall be tur- 
ned into joy, Joh.16.20,22, Your heart fhall rejoyce, and 
your joy-no man taketh from you: no not Devil nor Death, 


tor if theſe could,it would be all one as if man could, for 
chen 
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then they ſhould not keep ic. Bur alchough one of 

Chriſts Apoſtles confeſt of him#elf that be was in 
deaths often; yet that Promiſe bore him our, and all the 
reſt coo of Chriſts Diſciples z even ſo as thar they ſang 
in pti;on, and made ready not to be bouad only, but to 
dye at Feruſalem, or any where elſe, 'for the name of 
the Lord Jetus. It is very remarkable,that when Teſus 
Chriſt had given his Diſciples many comfortable Promi- 
ſes, Joh.ts. to hearten them up, he ſummed up all in 
the end of the Chapter, thus ; Theſe things have 1 ſpo- 
ken wnto you, (thatis, thele Promiſes, ) that in me ye 
might have peace, in the world ye ſhall have tribulation, + 
but be of good chear I have overtome the world; yea, 
whatſoever is the worlds properly; as miſery and death 
are, All the Promiſes of God are in Chriſt, yea, and 
in him Az»e&. Promiſes are Gods and Chiiſts words, 
upon which they cauſe their people co hope; according 
to that of David; Remember thy word unto thy ſervant, 
upon which thou haſt cauſed me to hope. Andthe Apoſtie 
teaches, that through patience and comfort of the Scri- 
ptures Saints have hope : which hope in the Promiles 
prevails againſt nothing more than fin, 2 Cor.7. 1, and 
1 Foh 3.3. and particularly againſt fiaful fears of death, 
For what can more naturally deſtroy fear, than that 
which mightily exlivens hope ? Such are Chriſts Pro- 
miſes, which words of eternal life therefore are moſt 
powerfal againſt Death, Shall Saints then fear, though 
alittle lock, when thoſe young Lions, wicked mcn, 
and thoſe old Lions, the Devil and Death ſer upon them, 
when as they have ſuch a Promiſe as this to bear them 
up? Thar t & your Fathers good pleaſure to give you the 
Kingdom. Death may be dreadiul to choſe, that by it /oſe 
Crowns, but certainly deſirable to thoſe, that by it are 
lure to #in Crowns, Seventhly, 
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Seventhly, I produce the great Examples, and inſtan- 
ces, which teftifie of Chriſt that he is ſuch a deliverey 
of his people from the fears of Death, as firſt Fob : 
Though God ſhould ſlay him, yet no fear but hope: he 
weuld tiuſt in him, for he knew his Redeemer lived, 
David though he walked in the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, wou!d fear no ill, for God was with him, even 
Chriſt his great ſhepherd, The three Children feared 
Death neither before they were caſt into the fiery fur» 
nace, nor aſter z becauſe a foarth was with them in form 
like the Son of God, The Apoſtle Pasl was perſwaded, 
that neither Death noclife, no not death could ſeparate 
him from the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus; and there- 
upon manifeſted ſuch freedows from fear, that he ſaies 
of himſelt and many others, 1» all theſe things (amongſt 
which were manifold deaths, ) we are more than Conque- 
rowrs through him that loved ws; yea, and for this pur- 
poſe gave Chriſt for us, Rom.8,37. even we, though 
killed all che day long, and accounted as ſheep for the 
ſ1:ughter, v.36. yer we, in this condition, ( that mul- 
tiplies other mens fears,) are more than Conquerours, 
T herefore, O Saints, ſee the walewr of your fellow 
ſouldiers, who have no other Captain; or weapons, than 
you have. Chriſt is no reſpetFer of perſons, bur able 
and willing to ſave you, as well as them from the 
fears of Death, But to come to the ſecond part of my 

Method. | 
"2 | 4- Secondly, I am now to proceed to another moſt 
pleaſing. and ſatisfafory acconnt, and to diſcover hoy 
Chriſt doth ſo dwell,raign, and rule in the Saints hearts, 
as to ejed# thence theſe potent, enſlaving fears, the fears 
of Death; how he works them our of his childrens 
hearts, and rids them of ſuch troubleſome Gueſts ; that 
when 
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when they are found in unregenerate men, do as it were 
lay wielent hands on them, For the fears of Death in 
many are one ſort of Deaths execautloners, or at leaſt as 
Serjeants to arreſt them for the Grave ; and that with 
ſuch a clap and damp, that makes uncontrolable way 
for death, and quite overthrows them. Now how 
doth Chriſt caſt and bar out theſe killing fears of deathe 


Many waies. — 


Firſt, By Faith ; 2 gift flowing as all other grace from 
Chriſts fulneſs, of which we receive grace for grace. 
Chriſtians ſee your ſtrength, 1 F0h.5.4. This #« the vi- 
ory that overcometh the world, even our faith, The 
world comprehending the miſeries ariſing from a dying 
life, and from deathir ſelf, yea, Devil too : for thele 
are the enemies and forces che world breeds, maintains, 
and fights us with, whilſt we arein it. Bur faith is oar 
victory ; and ſurely if it makes us Conquerours, it 
makes us not to fear, This excellent grace of Faith 
hath ſo greata ſtroke in the Saints conquering, that ic 
is called the conqueſt and viFory it ſelf. Nay farther ; 
Saints inthis lite are ſaid to be kept by the power of God 
through FAITH unto Salvation; becauſe what ever is 
done by Gods and Chriſts power for our Salyation or 
Redemption from any, or all our miſeries, firſt and laſt, 
is accompliſhed not without our faith. Thus Chriſt 
applies and conveys to us the merit, yertue, and power 
of his conquering death. Chri/# hath ſhed his blo: but 
by f4ith he warms our hearts with it againſt che cold 
fears of death, This was that which made the Apo- 
ſtle Paul ſo crow over Death, He was perſwaded that 
25 n0t life; ſo neither death could ſeparate him from the 
love of God in Chriſt Jeſus. This perſwafiow was-his 
faith, that made him triumph over death without ous 
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of it, come when it would, Thus is Chriſt the Au- 
thor and finiſher of our faith unto this particular con- 
queſt and victory over Death, and over all irs horrid 
fears: For Chriſt is not contented himſelf thus to con- 
quer, unleſs he makes all his Servants, ( not only that 
eminent Apoſtle Pasl, but alſo ) all Believers, his Se- 
coxds in the encounter, that they ſhould conquer as well 
-—as he : Nay, inreſpec of any-expected Death be more 
than Conquerours, Oh ! Faith in Chrifts bloud gives 
Saints a noble courage againſt Death, I ſhall urge this 
with the citation of a truly Heroick and ſpiritual ex- 
preſſion diftated by a moſt learned and pious Divine of 
our Proteſtant Religion, which is this: Siquis animun 
Pacare non poſſit mortts contemptu, i ſciat parum ſe adhuc 
profeciſſe is Chriſti fide ; that is, ſaies he; It a man can- 
not quiet his ſoul, ( or ſtill that turbulent paſſion ot 
fear, ) with the contempt of Death; Let that man 
know he hath made but little proficiency in the faith of 
Chriſt, Thus he, concerning a Profefſour too fearful 
of Death, To ſuch an oneI think alſo it may be truly 
and juſtly ſaid with a ſmart rebake, 0 thou of little 
faith. To this purpoſe ſhall propoſe aScripture-paſlage, 
moſt worthy of ſpecial notice: It is that of Chriſt him- 
ſelf concerning the Apoſtle Peter, Zyk.22.31,32. Simoy, 
Satan hath deſired ( ſaies Chriſt ) to have you, that he may 
fift you, as wheat, bat 1 ge forthee that thy faith 
fail not: How did Satan fitc and ſhike him © Truly, 
with fears of ſuffering death, of faring like his Maſter ; 
ſo that for fear he denied him, and ſwore to boot, Thus 
Satan- ſhook. him with ſtrong blaſts of Temptations to 
fear death; he'blew him like a ſhaking leafe with bis 
fears. Well,” how did he recover 2 7 have prayed ((faies * 
the Lord ) that thy faith fail net, That was his Caſe, 

this 
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chis his care;fear of death cured by faith in him whom he 
forſook when Death was near. Saies Luther, fauanto 
major fides eft, tanto mors eft imbecillior : Qnanto antens 
fides minor, tamo mors eſt acerbior: That is, The greater 
Faith is, the weaker is Death : The leſs Faith is, the 
bitterer is Death, Have then a ftrong faith in Chriſt, and 
your hearts ſhall not be #roubled with any diſquieting 
tears of Death z for theſe will certainly be coo weak to 
hold your ſpirits in bondage, if your hearrs be 
kept by the power of God through Faith unto Salya- 


Secondly, Chriſt by putting into, and maintaining 
in our hearts that divine and mighty principle of love ; 
a love in our ſouls for himſelf, doth thereby baniſh the 
fears of Death, and garriſon them our- Perfed? lowe, 
ſaies the Apoſtle Fohn,cafteth out fear, Joh.4.18. There 
is a very eminent Dzvine of our Engliſh Nation, that 
gives us a very rational and remarkable account of the 
occaſion, upon which this Apoſtle writ this whole Epi- 
ftle, or at leaſt, that Expreſſion: yer truly I conceive 
the former not hard co imagine, inaſmuch as the Gns- 
flicks ( whom that Perſon ſates this Apoſtle here confu- 
red ) did hold, that Chriſtians in danger, to ſaye their 
lives, might under fears of Death,deny Chriſt outward- 
ly, ſo they owned him in their hearts; a devilliſh No- 
tion; like that, (Te ſha#l not ſurely dye.) Therefore the 
Apoſtle moſt pertinently deals with theſe Gneſticks in 
many cloſe touches, and therefore he ſpeaks fo highly 
of believing in Chriſt, that is, profeſſing, or contefſiog 
openly that Feſws is the Son of God; and particularly, 
that whoſoever believeth that Feſus is the Chriſt, i born 
of God, Jah.5.1. Now we are apt tothink that many 
who do {o much, and cry Lord, Lords Lord have mercy 
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#04; yetarenot thereupon to be judged in (o good a 

condition, and in an unqueſtionable ſtate of Salyation, 

Therefore I conceive a right underſtanding of ſuch ex- 

preſſions may be got by taking notice of holy Fohn's 

palpable intent, and the drift of his ſpeech upon the 

forementioned occaſion ; the Apoſtle therefore for the 

better underſtanding of ſuch miſtaken ſpirits, aſſerts in 

ſumme thus much; that indced thoſe only that confeſs 

Jeſus to be the Son of God, and will not dexy himin 

ear of Death, or Torment, are to be taken for true 

Chriſtians, and happy ſouls indeed. Upon the ſame 

account he aflerts alſo; That Perfet# lowe caſteth out fear; 

that is, the tormenting fear of death, or danger, as Ter- 

tullian evinces in his Scorpiacum or Antidote againſt the 

Gnoſticks, ſpeaking thus : ' Fohannes negat timorem eſſe 

in dileHone, ques timorem intelligi praſtat; niſi, negati- 

ona authorem? 1.e.Fohn denies fear to be in love: what 

fear can be better underſtood ? then ſuch as is the Au- 

thor and cauſe of denying Chriſt, even as the Apoſtle 

Peter did for fear of death or ſuffering, He that loves 

Chriſt but tolerably aright, will not be loath to dye for 

Chriſt; or to dye and go 79 Chrift, That Spouſe whois 

eruly fick of love for Chriſt, thinks no Core of that ſick- 

neſs like Death, even to depart and to be with 

Chriſt; to be ever with the Lord, her bleſſed Bride. 
room, 

_ Thirdly, Chriſt by giving his people that excellent 

grace of hope kills the fear of death, 2 Thef.2,16, There 

It is plain, that good hope through his grace tis not only 

his gifr, but therewith alſo,or thereby everlaſting Con- 

folation z which therefore is neither to be interrupredby 

the fears of Death,or diſcontinued by Death it ſelf ; yea, 

the ſame Conſolation ſpringing from this grace of hope, 

(Heb.6.18,19.) 
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( Heb.6.18,19. ) is there called ſfrong Conſolation: In- 
deed ſtronger then Death, or the terribleſt fears of 
Death, For Chriſt giving: this hope, is there ſaid to 
comfort and eſtabiifh Saints: ſo that no fear of death, 
( asin that place of judgment day, ) can either ſadden 
whom he ſo comforts, or ſhake and diſturb the minds 
he ſo eſtabliſhes, for their hearts thus become fixed, tru. 
fting inthe Lord, The Siints grace of hope gets beyond 
Death before hand and enters into heaven. As this 
Apoſtle to-the Hebrews repreſents it,as entring into that 
within the vail z and by ic Saints on earth fic rogether in 
heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus. Now you know bope's 
nature is contrary to fear, He who hopes for eternal 
life, and for the Adoption, to wit; the Redemption of 
the body, (as itis ſpoken of Saints hope, Rom.8 23, 
24,25. ) Hethat hath ſuch a ſaving hope whereby as-an 
Anchor ſure and ſtedfaſt he hopes for lite, can never be 
toſt, like a wave, with any flavith fears of Death, Oh, 
then ſtill thy ſoul by hope: in God. The Apoſtle Peter 
calls the Saints, the childrens hope a /;zvely hope 3 Who 
hath ( faies he) begotten us unto alively hope, Lively 
hope deſtroys the exanimatiog killing fears of Death , 
Puts us beyond death as to fear, before it come at us, as 
to feeling ; for he that hath this lively hope as an An- 
chor ſure and ſtedfaſt cannot much fear, that he (hall ar 
death become a Caſtaway; though he be careful with 
the Apoſtle Paul. Ir is Hells pit thar is bottomleſs or 
fathomleſs, ſo that the deſpairing Damned are alwaics 
tormented with Eternal pains and frights ;. Bur alas ! 
Come the worſt of it to the Saints of God , this they 
know, that the Graves pit is not bottomleſs ; there 1s 
enough for their hope to bottom and anchor upon ſure- 
ly and ſRedfaſtly ; The Grave to. the wicked is indeed 
bottoms» 
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bottomleſs,and though it detains a whilsthe body,yet it 
lets the ſoul flip into Hell,and the body too not long at- 
cer. But Chriſts Death 8 burial bath ſo ſanRified every 
of the Saints Graves, that at worſt their graves will be 
by ſo much happier to them then that Grave was to the 
dead man, whom Eliſha's buried bones revived; even 
by how much Z4z4rm his ſecend,was or will be better 
chan his firſ# ReſurreFion. Chriſts Death and Burial 
hath left ſomewhat in every Saints grave ſufficient at the 
loweſt for his hope to bottom on,ſo that his body(when 
there) may be truly ſaid to reſt in hope, and therefore 
having this graceof hope he need aor, unleſs he will, be 
diſquieted with fears before Death, 
—— Fourthly, Chriſt by giving his people on earth ſome 
real jars" of htaven, and of eternal life, doth there- 
- by effetually deſtroy their fears of Death. And there- 
fore the Apoſtle Paul, ( who was, next to his Lord and 
Miſter, the greateft conquerour and triumpher over 
Death we read of, ) after that he had been Rapt up into 
the third heaven, as he ſtories it himſelf, in the ſecond 
Epiſtle co the Corinthians, was ever after moſt undaun- 
red undcr the ſeriouſeſt thoughts of death; as is moſt 
evident in his other Epiſtles which were written after 
choſe to the Corinthians; particularly in that to the 
Romans, where he tells us how little he fears death, or a 
thouſand deachs, though killed as it were ak the day long, 
yet more then Conquerour, He had before ſo ſweet a ſight 
of heaven, that Death could not fright him ; fo ſweet a 
taſte of: heavens pleaſures, that he could never after 
taſte any bitterneſs in death, And thereupon juſtly 
longing co be there again, he feared not death the only 
paſſage into ſo much bliſs, Let every true Saint conſider 
this z I fay, every ſoul that conſcionably walks with 
| G 
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God, and labours to have Communion with God in his 
holy waies and Ordinances; that walks in ſome mca- 
ſure as that bleſſed Apoftle Pau/, who lived in all good 
conſcience before God; that,with holy David, taſtes and 
ſees that the Lord is gracious ; that caſtes in deed and 
truth ſavingly of the heavenly gift, the good Ward of 
God, and the powers of the World to come. O pre- 
cious Saint, doſt thon ſo live « How is it poſſible but 
chou muſt long tobe filled with theſe heavealy joyes * 
How canſt thou fear that Death, that will pur cheeia- 
to aual poſſeſſion of thy Maſters Joy 2 According to 
that in Rem,8.28. And not only they, viz, the Crea- 
tures, but we our {tlyes alſo, which have the fr fruits 
of the Spirit dogroan within onr ſelves waiting for the 
Adoptioh, to wit, the Redemption of our body, See 
here; thatarafte of the ff fruits of the heavenly Ca- 
447 which Gods Spirit trom. above fetches for, and 


feeds a Saint with, makes him not to groan under the 


fears of djing, but rather under fears of zot dying. O 
you that taſte and relliſh heavenly _ in Divine Or- 
dinances, and have much of the preſence of Chriſt 
with you in them, are you affraid to dye, 'and to be with 


Chriſk For ever ? Is not this better then to live * 


There are three things deſervedly to be called frff 
fruits of the Spirit and of Heaven, which do render 
Death to thoſe that taſte chem more deſirable than for- 
midable. The firſt is: | _ 
" Firft,, Commanioes with Chriſt, That of it which 
Saints have in this world is very ſenſible and ſweet: 
Truly our goes ws with the Father, and with his Son 

fas Chriff. You know it is the holy boaſt of- a holy 
man, the Apoſtle Fob, concerning himſelf and ocher 
real Saints: and ic is ſweet Communion, as in the _ 
Words ;: 
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words; Theſe things write we unto you, that your joy 
wizht be full ; Thus true joy comes into the heart, even 
unparallel'd gladneſs, by Gods lifting up the light of his 
Countenance. The wicked whore cries, Let us tak? our 
#ls of love in unclean Communion , but Chriſts Spouſe's 
deſign is, that her joy might be full in holy Communi- 
on with God and Chriſt, The firſt miſſes joy altoge- 
ther, meets with only vanity and vexation of Spirit; 
bur the other loſes her dumpiſh ſorrow, and never en- 
joys that Communion with Chriſt much, but ſhe meets 
alſo with joy unſpeakable and full of glory; and yet in 
this world never enough, Therefore they that taſte ic 

moſt do moſt earneſtly long to be diflolved, and to be 

with Chriſt, as the Apoſtle Pau/, Phil,1.23, Having a 

deſire to depart, and tobe with Chriſt, He profeſſes in- 
deed, that he had his Converſation in heaven, as to 
real foretaſts thereof, ( which were enough to ſet him 

alonging ; not fully to ſatisfie ; ) and therefore he con- 

feſſes, that whilſt in the body he was in great meaſure 

abſent from the Lord. And would he not be prefent * 

Yes; even with all his heart z and farewell body ill 

. the Reſurre&ion; that he might. kiſs his ſweet Jeſus his 
feer, that he might be ever with the Lord. This, this 

was the Apoftle Payls holy paſſion, Oh ! Then ( fin- 

cere Chriſtians) for two or three of you to be with 

Chriſt, and he with you in prayer according to his pro- 

miſe, and in other Ordinances yea, in any divine ex- 

<erciſes of grace !. This, this muſt needs make your 
ſouls long ro depart and to be with Chriſt, This noti- 

on you muſt know flows not from a doubtful or preten-+ 

ded experience, but from poſitive expreſs Goſpel Do- 

-- Atrine, 1 Theſ.4.17,18, And ſo ſhall we be ever with the 
Lora, Wherctare comfort one another with theſe words, 
| Ic 
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It is mighty comfort againſt death (and judgment, there 
ſpoken of ) to conſider the happineſs of being ever with 
the Lord, lf it was the joy and boaſt of the enamou- 
red Spouſe ( Cart.2.9., ) to view Chriſt ſhewing him- 
ſelf through the Latteſs; how can ſhe but long co ſee 
him with epex face, to ſee him ax he & in glory ? Surely 
that ſoul, that by faith and love cleaves to Chriſt, can 
neyer much fear death, which it knows will never ſepa- 
rate ſuch lovers as Criſt and a believing ſoal are, but ra- 
ther indeed bring it into heaven; and force it only to be 
more happy ; in a more intimate, cloſe, yea, conſtant 
Viſion and fruition of Chriſt, . — 

Secondly, Freedom from ſin, though but in ſome to- 
lerable manner attained, gives us a ſweet foretaſte of 
heaven ; where all juſt mens ſouls do enter, but no un- 
clean thing with them, So much freedom from fin, is 
ſo much heaven upon earths but the reliques of fin, 
ſtill peſtering us till death, make us ( if true Saints ) 
the more eagerly long for perte&t freedom from it in 
heaven; which buge longing is an holy excafie, I con- 
feſs, and found only I think in thoſe whoſe ConCciences 
do not reproach them whilſt they live: They of all men, 
even they that labour to the utmoft- ro ſubdue fin, do 
long to get rid of it altogether , though it be by death. 
Therefore the Apoſtle Paul expreſſes himſelf after this 


manner: 4nd not only they,but we onr ſelves groan within our Rom.8.2z, 


ſelves, waiting for tbe Adoption,to wit, the Redemption of 
the body; reckoning upon, not much matcering, yea, 
quite overlooking death, having the eye on a ſweer deli- 
verance of ſoul and body from fin at the Reſurreion, 
ſich in this life both of them are moſt ſadly infe&ted 
cherewich, Therefore ſajes he we groan ; but how 2 
Even as the Creature to be delivered from the m—_— 
| WG * ® 
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of Corruption, And which is very remarkable, Je ogr 
ſelves, who have the firſt fruits of the Spirit, 8c, What 
arethey ? The thirteenth verle a little before will clear 
thar, in theſe words, 1f ye through the Spirit do mortifie 
the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live, Bleſled ſouls are they, 
and they ſhall be bleſſed, who have received the firſt 
fruits of che Spirit in the mortification of ſin; for they 
gron within themſelves, till that happy time came af- 
rer death, when ſoul and body ſhall no more fin, They 
that have taſted how ſweet the life-bloud of one ſturdy 
luſty fin is, can never be ſatiaced till they have che bloud 
of all chereſt, .the dam and all; original fin - inſatiably 
crying out, O when ſhall we be delivered from the body 
of this Death © which indeed is far more dreadful chan 
natural death. But O how (weet is it for a Saint to ſee, 
Neck ariificem arte perire ſus; f1a killing it (elf with its 
own murtheriog- piece; killing its enemy and it ſelf 
with one blow. Haw joyfully do Saints ſee the death of 
all their ſins approach, full as- faſt as the death of their 
bodies; Well, then the Saints, with Sampſon, would 
gladly gye, that fo all their fins, and therefore to be 
ſure more might be utterly deſtroyed ar their death, 
than ever they could ſlay all their life time. A true and 
thorough Saint fears to fin more than to dye; therefore 
he feares not ſo much to dye and fin no more, as tolive 
yet, and fin. O-thou that haſt faithfully. moreified any 
luſt, and artſureof ir, Death cannot wound, nor aſto- 
niſhthee: for certainly more comfort ariſes to the Saints 
from the mortality of fio, then terrour from the morta- 
lity of the body. 


"© Thirdly, The bleſſed graces of the Spirit of God, the 


poſſeſſion of which 1s our participation of the Divine 
natures. the exerciſe of which is our Converſation in 
heaven ; 


heavens Theſe Graces of the Spirit of God are indeed 
the very fir ft fraits of heaven, andcannor well be at reſt 
till they have carried the ſoul into their own Element, 
Heaven it (elf ; for from above it'is whence every good 
and perfc@& gift doth deſcend, and would as naturally 
carry the ſoul endued therewith up thither, as the 
fire mounts upwards. So that thoſe Divine ſouls 
whoſe vigorous graces do make them hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs will not ſtick to venture at Gods call 
a bodily life to ſatisfie that thirſt in heaven, | 
The Apoſtle Paul was very deficous to attain to the 
Reſurre&ion of the Dead, Ph1l.3. x1.” compared with 
ver.21, Oh ! how he longed to be more holy here ia this 
world, 8 to be quickly in the number of the dead in the 
Lord: He cared not how ſoon. Perfe@ he ſaies he was not 
yet, nor likely to be perfe& here below, but yer he con- 
tended hard, running co the Grave as I may ſay, it that 
he might be perfect indeed, and atrain to the Reſurre.. 
' ion of the Dead. Perfe@ holinefs is fo deſirable to 
holy men, that they deſire death for its ſake, aiming 
more at the -compleat holineſs of ſoul and body after 
death at the Reſurre@ion, then the continuance of an 
unſacisfactory life of flzſh and bloud in a ſtate of imper- 
fetion. Certainly the. Paths of wiſdom are ſuch plea- 
ſantneſs and peace ; that men who walk therein are nor 
affraid ro meer death in thoſe waies everlaſting ; chey 
preſs forward, towards death, upon it, through ic, to 
attain to the Reſurre&ion of the Dead, Thus Chriſt 
giving his people his own fefowſhip, Mortification of fin 
by his own Spirit, and the graces and fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs, which are by himſelf derived tous,as ſo many 
foretaftes of heavens bliſs z Thus I ſay doth Chriſt ren- 
der death far more defirable than terrible to the Sainrs, 
G 2 To 
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To all which I might well refer che inward joyes and 
comforts of the holy Spirit of Chriſt 5 which are ſpeci- 
al and palpable foretaſtes of heaven, and the chief of the 
firſt fruits of the Spiric, Bur it is plain thar theſe (wal - 
low up the fears of Death, and make men groan with- 
M themſe!ves, rather fearing they ſhall nor dye, then 
that they ſhall. When a Saint ( with Reverend Mr. Bg/- 
ton ) can ſay, he is as full of Chriſt as ever he can hold, 
there is not a crevels for one poor (mall fear of death to 
enter in ar, I might, but ſhall nor, diſcourſe to you 
more particulars to demonſtrate how Chriſt deſtroys in 
his childrens hearts the {laviſh fears of death, as, by his 
giving to them the Spirit of Adoption; by convincing 
them of the great gain by death; as the Apoſtle exprel- 
ſes of himſelt, For we to live, is Chriſt, and to dye, gain: 
and having a deſire to depart and tobe with Chriſt, whic) 
& farbetter. When Saints caſt up their accounts, and 
conſider what they (hall get by living, even. more cem- 
ptations to ſin, more advantages and opportunities to 
expreſs the naughtinels of their hearts; more thorns 
in the fleſh, and meſſengers of Satan to buffer ; more 
ſore chaſtiſements and ſad deſertions of the Almighty ; 
and more of the evil which is to come upon a wicked 
world ; Then, then they truly judge it their advantage 
rodye; As that Father Cyprian, ſtrangely, yet truly; 
Nibil ntilius Chriftians, quims mori velocifiime: Nothing 
more advantagious to a Chriſtian, then co dye very be- 
times, Good mer indeed therefore have dreaded more 
the ſad Conſequents of a preſerved life, than the worſt 
Concomitants of Death ir ſelf, which to the Saints 
hathno other Conſequence, but the ſouls happy entrance 
into the Maſters joy, For before their bodies can be 
well laid in the Grave, their ſouls arc laid in Abrahams 
boſome., 
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boſome, or which is all one, their ſouls are taken from 
- an acquitting Bench, to the bleſſed Manſions or Palaces 
that Chriſt hath prepared for them in his Fachers Cours 
of Heaven, Bur leave you co that preaching, where. 
by men preach to themſelves, even according to the 
further enlargement of their own (weet Meditations on 
ſuch Theams as theſe,partly treated on, and partly hin- 
ted unto you. Now that I may more boldly and «ffz- 
Rually apply this great Docrine which is alwaies ſca(o- 
nable whilſt Death is co come; But then elpecially 
when ic is near , I ſhall only (peak to an 0bjedfion, level- 
led particularly at an Argument that I well uled co prove 
Chriſt adeliverer of his people from the fears of Death, 
which was this ; Such and ſuch Scripture Saints ( and 
no doubt many others ) Chriſt hath ſo delivered ; there- 
fore he is ſuch a Deliveter, Againſt which chis is the 
Obje&ion, 

Do not we read of Hezekiah, an eminent and great 
Saint, that he chattered at the Tidings of Death ? 
And of David, that he played the Mad man in jeopar- 
dy of his lite? How can Chriſt be ſuch a Captain of 
Salvation, ſuch a Lord General over his Pcople and 
Souldiers as to deliver them from the fears of Death ? 
If moſt ſad fears of Death be found preyailing over two 
ſuch Worthies ; two ſuch eminent godly Kings; and 
the later of them mentioned, one of the ſtouteſt war- 
riours recorded in Sacred Story, that was ip the world ; 
for prophane partial Hiſtorians relate 3+ mags a 
Ceſar's proweſs: But the God of truth athrins of Da- 


vid, That he was as a man atrer Gods hearg, foa vali 
ant man alſo, who got the higheſt preferment that evec 
was in the world, even to be the ficſt and. beſt fully 
allowed 
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allowed King of Gods own people; I ſay, who got 
this ſingular preferment, through Gods Bleſſing, by his 
valour : Yer he, even he in danger did whar a mean 
Saint would ſcarce do in the greateſt fears of Death 
even played the fool and mad-man to fave his life , 
W here was Davids Lord then, who, as you ſay, deli- 
vers from the fears of Death £ To Anſwer, 

1.1 ſay not, That Chriſt delivers all Saints,ſo exceeding 
remarkably. 2. No. nor the ſame perſon alwates, at 
every nick and point of time; whom he may deliver 
moſt. And yet neither one or the other toberefleRed 
upon him, but upon themſelyes, that leave him, not 
hethem. And yec for all chis what is more obvious ? 
Then chat his Ability in delivering ſome, yea, 
many, yea, moſt, more or leſs, may well and clearly 
denominate him ſuch a Deliverer. Firft then, 

| 1. I will g've you, and oppoſe to the ObjeQion as 
great an Inſtance, nay, unparalle!'d for che proof of 
Chriſts power in delivering his Saints from the 
fears of Death; Moſes, yea, Aaronallo; both inthe 
ſame condition as to Death. But Aoſes only I (et before 
your eyes as enough to fill them ; for he was the grea- 
reſt Captain or Lord General, that ever had the Con- 
duct of an Army; and whole Nation, For it is not the 
Title, but uſefulneſs of a man, and the Preſence of 
God with a Perſon, that makes him truly renowned and 
famous, OF Aoſes it is ſaid, Deur.34.10. There aroſe 
not 4 Prophet ſince in 1/rael like nnto Moſes, whom 
the Lord knew face toface, Well,God himſelf brovghe 
ro this man the meffage of Death, and cold him he 
ſhould dye, and not lead his Conquering Army into the 
Land of Cayaay: Noz though it was never ſo defira- 
ble to him. . And God moreover dreadfully ſpake ”, 

an 
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and told him, ( oh ſad and bitter !) that his very death 
at that time was a puniſhment for ſuch a fin, mentioned 
Deut. 32,51, Well, Moſes hath not a word, bart dies : 
Nay, Afoſes died in an hour when his eye was not dim, 
nor his n3tural force abated, Demt.34.7. So that he 
who buried him, the Lord himſelf, cook him away in 
his full ſtrength as a puniſhment of his great Sin: and 
and yet behold no fear, but after that God told him pe- 
remptorily he ſhould dye, he preſently with a moſt 
fweet ſedate mind bleſſed the people, his dear charge; 
went from them and died. His cafe migat be in ſome 
meaſure thus illuſtrated to you, take an eminent ſer- 
vant of Chriſt now in this City of Loder, one that 
hath done God the moſt ſervice, ao upright man, none 
like him, as it was ſaid of Fob; one fearing God and 
eſchewing evil, that hath been much in prayer, poſſivly 
and in preaching tooz. one truly, frequently, nay, con- 
tinually rapt up into great and cloſe Communion with 
God the Father, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; one highly 
inſtrumental in converting and edifying ſouls, walking 
with God in his Cloſer, and in his houſe in a perfect 
way s and yet more; one that hath been a great Con- 
duc to reduceerring ſheep, Now ſuppoſe that' for ſome 
ſia God ſhould bring the Plague to his body, ( as once 
God did to a great and good King, Hezekiab, and of 
late to a right Eminent Pious Divine of -our own, of- 
which Plague he died.) NowlT ſay, ſuppoſe that for 
ſome fin God ſhould bring the Plague to ſuch an one's 
body in his perfect health with an evident Symptom of 
Death , and beſides, ( oh ſad and bitter ! ) fully per- 
{wade him, that he is viſited with the Plague for ſuch a 
ticular ſia thac he hath committed, and therefore 
that he ſhall not recover, but dye ſuddenly. Now if 
this, 
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this Perſon feirs nor, is not diſmayed upon hope in 
Gods mercy thar his fin is pardoned, however thus yi- 
fired; will you nor (ay, chat for him to live indeed, and 
rodyeis Chriſt? What mortal min can infach 1 c2ſe 
overcome 3nd conquer tezrs of Death, bar by Chriſt 
that died tor bim. And thus was Moſes born up by 
him, whe only of ail ochers w3s 2 greater Prophet then 
Moſes. Burt | 

7. To come cloler to the Objedtion T ſhill oppoſe 
David to David, and Hezetiah 2gainſt Hezekiah; 2nd 
3: worſt (ſeem bur to make them ( according to their 
own practice when alive ) even gricionſly fall our with 
themſelves for their Infirmicies, And firſt of all chere« 
fore ro begin with David, Indeed in bis infirmity he 
fears : bur yer he knew how, and was much nfed £90, 
in imminenc dangers, and very diſmal hazards of life, 
cocomtorc and ftrengchen himſelf in is God, How 
eranquilly did he welcome and make 2 quiet choice of 
one of Gods dreadtulleft jadgments, 2 great morraliry 
by che Plague? Whil wicked men may juſtly look 
on it as 2 tearfal ching co fall into the hands of cheliving 
God; Da&wid4counred it his fateſt way; char which he 
dreaced left of af rhe other. And co parc you in mind 
of Hezrkiah; Did nor he a litrle afrer his charrering 
bear 8p querly under Gods terrible threat of 2 moſt (ad 
judgmence coming gpos his Children and whole King. 
dom, particularly for a fin he commitred juſt upon his 
Recovery © ( which of all fins provoke God, 2nd da- 
mage 2 man moſt, } yer did henot without cerrour (ay? 
Gaad ws the Ward of the Lord, 1124.39.83. Nay, conſider He 
zek:4h in che very fame condition as when he chartered; 
tor his afrer life was bur 2 Reprieve of fifreen years. 
Aad we fiad that fifteen years of our laft paſt life gives 
ys 


es bar lictle comfort, when we have but five” daiesto 
ſve. So what comfort againſt Dearth could Hezrbiab's 
fifreen years adminiſter to him, when he commirred 
ſuch fiasio the Prime of choſe years, which ar death he 
ſhould leave behind him, toruine his Poſtericy and King- 
dom witha!l,&when he quickly hid bat five daies to live 
of his fifreen years, nay, bat five hours of chem, nay, 
but five minuces, could his paſt reprieve then Antidote 
his fears? For no doabr when the meſſage of his re- 
prieve came by the Prophet 1ſ4/ah to him, ev-n thac 
hour fifteen years exactly his life expired. And no doube 
alſo that not only God himſelf, bur Hez:kieh roo nam- 
bered his daies, and kept good reckoning: So chat one 
might think, if we meaſare him by our own fooliſh, 
and melancholly, yet afual mufings, he might be 
zfrighting himſelf ever and anon with ſuch ſad reckon- 
ings 2s theſe: Now, oh now I have but one poor year 
my fifteen to come, and again, bur 2 licele longer, 
and it is now alas ! but one Month; the next ſad thonghe 
might be, now my laſt Sabbath is gone; by and 
by a ſad ſob and crying our, now my laſt nighe, or my 
laſt day is quite paſt, and now my laſt hour; yea, as 
quick as thought, now my laſt minute, Which appa- 
ling thoaghts, one, e death is not preciſely fore- 
rold, cannot multiply to his own terror, choughinthe 
weakeſt .condition, becauſe the weakeſt do oft recover. 
And hereupon thofe who are to be executed at a fixr 
hour, are more liable co be ftruck with fear, becauſe of 
the certain and ſudden appro:ch of Death, and chat in 
their perfet ſtrength. Yet thongh this be the truly 
2ggravated Cafe of Hezekiah fourteen years and an half 
more or leſs after his great recovery : And when Death 
comes with the experience of its former ſucceſs in 
| H frightiog 
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frighting him'z yea, and comes effeually indeed to 
him, yet, heark ! No chactering. - So the ObjeRion of 
Hezekiah agood man, that had a good heart and a good 
life, having done _that which is good in Gods fight , I 
ſay, the objeQion of his fearing death is ſufficiently an- 
fwered with. his not fearing death when he came todye 
in good earneſt , which though ir be not recorded,is.nor 
co be ſcrupled, becauſe it muſt be concluded, that all 
whodye in the Lord, dodye, though not ſo comfarts- 
bly, yet ſolidly; not overcome by, but overcoming 
their tears at laſt, And that it was rather needful corecord 
his chatrering fears at the likely approach of his death, 
in as much as that ſeemed a ſtrange thing, and a moſt 
unuſual condition of eminent Saints when they come to 
dye.. Or put caſe inſtances may be produced of greater 
ceofidence in ſome Saints ſome confiderable time be- 
fore, then at Death; truly ie would make but lictle ap- 
pearance againſt the Do@rine. For I diſcourſe of the 
conſtanr, or moſt uſual cemper of Chriſts redeemed 
ones all along their life time 3 who know indeed it is not 
tong before they muſt certainly dye, yer have no cer- 
raia newstold them, when. The courage of the Saints 
life is that which proves and honours our Redeemers ef- 
feQual power of Redemption z and him alſo that made 
him Redemption to the Saints. Nowit the Saints be- 
ing redeemed by Chriſt, do ſerve God withour fear all 
the daics of their lifes. though ar the laſt hour there 
may be ſome little ſarprize of fear: yet whar is that co 
objeR againſt ſuch a DoaQrine 2 Alas ! who knows nor, 
buc chac ſharp ſickneſs and redious Death cnfeebles the 
' ſpirits, fo that whatever the patients heart be, yer his 
wing voice but wrong. his iaward fpiricual 
.. Alas !.thengrace, reaſon, or ſence it (eli 
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bave bur little ſpace, room, or breath to think or do 
much, Yet 1 am confident, that as great extraordinary 
joyes accompany: bur few Saints: juſt ar their departure 
out of this worlds ſoalſoam I as ſure, chat great fears 
at that dick or point of Death do accompany none of 
them - Fears may affaule them, but not poſſeſs them. 
Saints dye ac leaſt refiſting them ; which iseveri then to 
be aQtually delivered from their captivating power. 
But becauſe fear of Death after all chart can be ſaid, 
ſeems to be che common temper of Gods children, as 
well as the Devils ſlaves: Tſhall labour to ſhew ſome 


evils 
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evils conduce to, and work together for the Saints good, 
-agd Gods glory ; all is welcomed with joy; as it was 
by thoſe who counted it an honour to ſuffer for-Chriſts 
name, ſtocks, ſtripes, and impriſonments, yea, miſe- 
rable Deaths, Their noble eye,piercing into Ecernity, 
immortality, -and glory, could read a meaning in-thar 
Fext, Count it all joywhen ye fall into divers Temptations, 
yea, when into the Grave and Pic it (elf, -Heb.10.34. 
And ye took joytally the ſpoyling of your goods, as 
knowing in your ſelves that ye have in heaven a better, 
and an endurigg ſubſtance: - Into: a full poſſeſſion of 
which, Death at worſt could but put them: So thac 
the Saints ſþiritual courage will quickly ſwallow up their 
natural fears, The Cale is evident enough in- thoſe 
Worthies recorded in that Goſpel-Chronicle,or rather 
little book of Mattyrs, ' Heb.11. 'whoſe natures abhor- 
red Death, as much as any of onrs, yet whoſe ſpirits 
would not ACCEPT of deliverance, that they might ob- 
cain a better Reſurretion, _ | | 
Thirdly, The Saints may be, and are more than 
others, wiſely ſenſible of Gods hand ;.do humble chem- 
ſelves under it-z mourn-and grieve; and yet fear not 
this flaviſh fear, Were the Saints as ſtocks and ſtones 
without ſence ;- they. would not only be wanting to 
their duty of fearing God ; but truly in (uch a caſe would 
there. be-no. ſpiritual. conrage or valour in enduring, 
Fo ſay they are Stoicks and unſenſible of miſery,.. were 
to deny the power of. Chrift.in upholding his Saints and 
Martyrs of all Ages in their ſuffering great evils. © The 
Lord Jefus, the greateſt Sufferer and Conflicer with 
Death, - bad his ſence of evil, or acnte pain, in crying 
aut;( «My God |.) /but; he feared noge of this-fear.; the 
diſtracting: fear,' that divides or: alienates theſqu] won. 
God: . 
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God : For he ſaid ( My God, my Ged,) that twice , bur 
once only, Why-haſt thou forſaken me ? W hich evidently 
ſhews his fear was no other chan fi/ial, upon confidence 
of his ſure intereſt in Gods love, as his God and Father; 
and alfo that it was /zf chan his pai» : For his pain was 
exceſſive z his fear not ſo,bur moderated with the higheſt 
fortitude and courage. And fo. Chriſt, in'that he'him- 
ſelf ſuffered being ' Tempted, 'is able ro: ſuccour them 
that-are tempted True Saints are anointed with the 
yery ſame Union wherewith Chriſt was anointed; 
And as he bad fome of cheir fence of, Pain;. ſo.they 
likewiſe have ſome of his Courage 'under it. ©} {- + | 
. Fourthly, Saints may fear Ged inan affliction, though 
not 41 4fflicHion it ſelf 5 Godat, or. in death,,but ot death 
it ſelf. Be ic known co-the wotſi and greateſt.enemies of 
Chriſt and Chriſtians, ic is not.the frewnof1a-Tyranc, 
br : the black viſage: of. Death: that: chils; and damps 2 
Saints heart;z ; but rather his: doubtful. and dark appre- 
henſions of God: in affli tions, are they. that, weaken his 
heart. ;Oh ! that is a ſad;Sob, Pfal.99,9%: We are conſu- 
med by thine anger, and by thy wiath:are wetroubled.. If 
God ſmile, the Saints fear not Priſons, Stocks, ſpoyling 
of goods z;-Death itſelf occaſions lictle: fear, - If -Gpds 
favour ſet thema ſinging,and his countenanceglad their 
hearts, what can (adden 2. It: is Gods:anger 1a. judg- 
ments that makes the Saints fear z .whilſt others regkon 
only on Gods hatred, the Saints nordatingse do-ſo, do, 
yet: judge thar it is buc/raFional andiſaferogoncludy of 
Gods anger and diſpleaſure in judgmeats; which feldom. 
proclaim.any. thing more, ;;- How: often. have you; in 
the Scriptures this proved? SQmetimes that the wrath. 
of:the- Lord: was enkindled,s: aaprally eyidgntiin, 
Plagues and judgments; andnati che end, of many. {a 
I, 4 | deſcriptions: 
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deſcriptions of Gods judgments by the Prophets , the 
ſum of each dreadful viſitation is this z For af this, bis 
anger is not turned away, but bis hand « ſtretched ont ftil, 
Now though the Saints through faith in Chriſt, do nor 
{uffer their hearts ro be troub!ed with fears of Gods ha- 
tred, yet they are troubled at his anger and diſpleaſure. 
A Child, when his' Fathers anger is legible indeed in 
ſtcipes, concludes not {that his Father hares him yer 
crembles at his anger, And indeed it is no valour in the 
world, not to fear Gods conſuming anger, ' To this I 
might add, That Saints may fear forme fin viſited by a 
mortal ſickneſs,” and the like, which they might never 
ſufficiently know; was a'fin or themſelves-guilry of ic, 
it indeed. they did know it to be a ſin » or, .that they 
have not duly repented of ir ; or fully forſaken it : Or, 
they may fear':their own unpreparedneſs for, weakneſs 
and inſufficiency to grapple with affli ion, pain, and 
Death 'ic ſelf, And all this is not to fear the power of 
any mortal calamity, or of Death it ſelf. But I dare 
ſcarce take any occaſion though of pertinent enlarge- 
ments z hoping that God will ſapply all my defe&in 

your ſerious Meditations, © * | 2 Ina 
Fifthly, 'Will you have a diftiotion betwixt the 
wicked hypocrites and the Saints fears  Bepleaſed to 
take it-: Saints fear not with an a#ter deſpair at the 
worſt; bur ſo doth-every wicked man. The wicked 
either aſrogether preſume m Proſperity, or in. great ad- 
verſity altogerticr deſpair; Juſt as it was with Nabal, 
his heart over night was huge merry within him ar a 
Kingly Feaſt, buethe next morning when his wine was 
gone out of him, (-ſaies the Scripture, and bur atthe re- 
pore: of -2'paſt-dinger;'his heart died! within bim-.as 2 
Mh6;*'-'So' mafly men in tlicir” Cups have a; courage 
= ſpringing 
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ſprioging from the. Tap, wha drown” their. cares -ahd 
fears in the Hogſhead: whilſt Saints drown theirs in 
Chriſts bloud. Alas ! what ſpirit have wicked men when 
their Wine is gone ont of them 2 The Saints hearts 
may quake and be ſhaken alittle, but yer they are ac 
Anchor: when as the very firſt evil: tydingsof ven. 
geance from God, and of a dreadful mortality,drive the 
wicked's fearful hearts, as Chafftbefore the wind, or as a 
poor tattered Ship, without Anchor, before a Tempeſt. 
Bring the Saints to their worſt fears, ſo that they finro 
eſcape, and make a ſupply of weak faich-with a foolifh 
carnal ſtratagems yer ſtill cheir fears are not the fears of 
the wicked ; for, hy 

Firſt, Saints have even then fome hope in Gods 
which laies real hold on God though bur little, and 
God accepts, yea, fails not that lietle, -/ Therefore God 
was good ita David, and delivered him from'_{chiſh; 
and made him not aſhamed; though his hope in God 
was little, and his fin great« - Saies David at thar very 
time, Plal.34-4. I ſought the Lord, (there is ſome hope 
neceſſarily implied, and he heard me, and. delivtred me 
from all myfears, Many tears, little hope, yer ſome 
he had,. for he ſought God. © But yet'it is very remar- 
kable in Scripture, how God hath inthe utmoſt ex- 
tremity of his people even eminently proſpered their 
fins of littlehope and great fears fortheir eſcape, though 
afterward he puniſhed them ſorely for both, | 

Secondly, Whereas: the wickeds: feats excreaſe with 
their dangers and calamities,and the nearer approach of 
their unavoydable ruineg yet the grace of Gods Chil-. 
dren in ſuch extremities recovers 'it ſelf again, and their. 
fears decreaſe, the more. their wiferles multiply. Wic- 
ked men are like the Awor##es, whole hearts melted,. the: 

QCarec. 
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nearer tfracls Hoſtcame, neither was there ſpirit in them 
any: more, Joh 5.1. Their fear had quite: conſumed 
their ſpirits. - Hence it is that deſpair. carries- away (o 
many of them at laſt. Bar. it is quite contrary wich 
thoſe that are in Chriſt, following him ia all che diffi- 
culties of the Regeneration, and deadly croubles of this 
life ;-their-Couraze encreaſes with their dewgers. - At the 
firſt cormmonly ſome ſmart, and ſome fear; in greater 
pain, none atalb: Ar the firft they may be ſomewhar 
afraid of evil Tidings; but not long, or not long ſo 
much; It may be there is upon further certainty and 
feeling.of what they heard and feared before, nay, chere 
is indeed frequently greater quiet and compoſure of 
mind:under Gods fatherly hand, A ſoul that hath crue 
grace, though but weak; feeling ic ſelf almoſt quite 
gone in deſpair, ſtirs up all its ſtrength as its laſt goſþ,and 
ſtretch, jaſt as the ſpirit is failing before the Lord ; and 
behold ic revives: when as in ſuch a caſe the wicked 
mans-ſpirit, like 2 Nabals, {inks as 2 tone within him- 
See how the Saints dying hope, as I may call ic, revives 
in an utmoſt extremity: For | when the hypocrites 
hope periſhes, and-is like the ghving up of the Ghoſt: The 
Saints hope is like the ReſurredFion from the Dead, as 
you have it ina place of Scripture truly ſingular and 
notable, Lew. 3. 17,18,19,20, 21. Thou haſt removed 
wy ſonl far off from peace, 1 forgat proſperity. Verſ.18. And 
1 ſaid my flrength and my hope is periſhed from the Lord. 
Verſ.19. Remembring mine af flittion and my miſery, the 
wormwoed and the gat, Verl 20. My ſoul hath them ſtill 
in remembrance, and i humbled in me. Vetl, 21. Thu 


I recall to my mind, therefore have 1 hope, Oh ! moſt 
wonderful ! Ix. is firſt ſad, My ſtrength and my hope 
js periſbed ; then, This I ſadly think on 5 what isnext* 

Therefore 


the fears of Death. 57 
Therefore have I hope ! What faies learned Calvin ? 
char ſagacious man in ſpiritual cafzs, What? Doth de- 
ſpair cauſe hope ? ' Saies he excellently, Incomprehenſs+ 
* bill atque admirabili Dei beneficio ſpes ex Deſperatione. By 
an unconceivable and moſt admirable working of God, 
the Sainrs hope ſprings our of deſpair, So it was with 
David, ſometimes even at firſt encounter diſquieted, 
quite amort ; atterwards he' rowzes himſelf and truſts 
in God: Therefore he confeſſes che whole marter, ſay- 
ing, At what time I am affraid | will truſt inthee,Pſal.56,3. 
This is a Saints moſt conſtant uſe, and a certain Reme- 
dy is taken by this courſe; _— cures fear like hope. 
Though a Saint be ſurprized at firſt with fear, yet hope 
in God will recover him e're it be toolate. As it did thae 
reverend Martyr,who recanted for fear. For he maſtered 
his fears ſoon after, and burnt them with the ſame hand 
that drew back before: having in a greater pain leaſt fear. 
So itis in general or in common with Gods people; it 
may be at firſt, ſome fear, but through Chriſt, victory 
over it atlaſt, Thus did the terrible army of Martyrs 
win the field and Crown of glory; and even (o do all 
by Chriſt more or leſs conquer their fears of Death. 
Take then a good man as a good man, a child of God, 
( my Text ſpeaking of ſach an one, ) one that is graci- 
ous and ſerious, that walks with God, and there is no 
diſpute, no room for an objection; If, I ſay, he be 
eminently righteous, conſtant in holineſs, watchful and 
carefa), cloſely walking with God ; one whoſe ſoul 
Chriſt his great Shepherd hath reſtored and leads in the 
paths of Righteouſneſs, Chriſt ſtill conducting him, he 
1s not affraid ; though he walk in the valley of the (h1- 
dow of Death. Thus it is with the Saints, Chriſts 


Souldiers confliting with their enemies from Deaths 
I firſt 
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firſt Alzrum in other Calgnities, to irs laſt onſet on the 
Graves brink, The Saints may truly make Sawmpſon's 
Riddle, their Song, Fudees 14.14, Out of the eater 
comes forth meat, and out of the ſtrong comes forth 
ſweetneſs , even (o, at worſt, out of the fearfuleft Death, 
the /izelieff Hope. And now I think - the 0bje&#:- 
on will not in the leaſt. difturb my Application or the 
And becauſe I have no deſign to tire the Preſs, or any 
ones patience, but to make the Comforts of the Scri: 
ptures go down both as quickly and as pleaſantly as may 
be. I ſhall only add a few words of Information, and 
then of Exhortarion with Direiov, And firft of Infor- 
ation in two things. 
- Firft, See how Precious Chriſt is ! who is ſuch a De- 
liverer as hath not only purchaſed heaven for us, but gi- 
ven us the firs fraits to taſte. He not only frees altoge- 
ther from Eternal Death, but from the fears of Temwps- 
ral and bodily Death. Therefore this being a great 
benefit we have by Chriſt, is particularly extolled by 
the Apoſtle Pas/, who preached up the glory of his 
Dear Jeſus, with what ſtngular advantage he could 
take, as 1 Cor.15.56. Thanks be 10 God, ( (aies he ) who 
| hath given «« the widtory, that is, over Death and its 
power ; through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Oh there is the 
Emphaſis, there is his Sele4, as I may (ay ; Through onr 
Lord Feſas Chriſt, Oh! How dear ſhould this jeſus, 
this Deliverer be tous? Who makes us poor Creatures 
ſo dear tohimſelt z as that, fich we muſt dye, yet the 
fears of Death ſhould not moleſt and vex us the remain- 
ing part of aur life.. 
Secondly, See the Poſizbility of attaining this Tem- 
per of not tearing Death, nay, alſo the Neceſs;ty of it, 
| Be 


Be not prejudiced ignorantly againſt Chriſts deſign and 
your own duty, yea, attainable happineſs. .Do nor ſay, 
you cannot attain it; it requires aſſurance; and afſy- 
rance rarely, if ever, enjoyed by Saints in this life, Do 
not jumble miſtakes together z you have ſcen what is 
required to it z and how Chriſt works the fears of death 
out of his peoples hearts. Come, come, ſay O Sainr, 
hereafter with the Apoſtle Pani, 1 cav do all things 
through Chrift that ſtrengthens me : Say with David, 
Theazh 1 walk in the valley of the ſhadow 'of Death, 1 will 
fear no ill, for thou art with me, Follow Fob's and others 
their courage in the expecation of death, Is God 


any reſpecter of perſons? Is not a childs portion a + 


childs portion? You expe& heaven as well as thoſe 


eminent Saints, and the ſame Crown of glory: And. 


why ſhould you nor fight as manfully as they, who could 
dare death ir ſelf ? Bat ill this Information is clouded 
with ſome kind of exceptions; And there are that 
fay s Indeed Chriſt hath delivered Scripture Saints, and 
ſome others it may be from the fear of death, and can 
do as muchfor us ; But yet is any thing in fo greit an 


ateainment our duty * Or eo us poſſible 2 Few or none - 


artain a full fluranceof faith, without which can any 


the fears of: Death, wy FH 


attain to freedom from the fears of death £ Whar you - 


anſwer is of Eminent Saints, Pani, Fob, Dawid, who 
had this rare thing aſfurance, and ſo by Gods grace and 
the power of Chriſt, they might conquer the fears of 
Death. Andir is evident, though Gol is no reſpeer 
of perſons, yet all Gods Children have not equal artain- 
ments herein.Well, 1 know ic,and for the moſt part;nay, 
I might ſafely ſay, alwaies long of themſelves z' 'eicher 
they refiſt God more,or ſeek him leſs chan other Saints z 
or are fooliſhly and idly EE his good will, and 
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theix own duty and happineſs. Alas ! alas ! Is icnot 
ſad to ſee how Proteſtants by a ſimple diſtinion, or ar 
leaſt ſimple uſe of it, are in this even turned Papiſts : 
There is ſay they, Certitudo objetFi, not ſabjet#t, A 
certainty of Saints ſalvation, bur not of its evidence to- 
them,as if indeed in this valley of tears,theSaints eyes be 
always ſo bleared that they cannor ſee(one of a thouſand) 
ſuch a myſtery and ſecret. The white ſtone it is true, hath 
a new name written In iz, which none can read indeed 
but him that hath ic; What? nor heneither ſcarce ar all; 
is it written in ſuch very ſmall-Letters as cannot be ſeen 
by the ordinary illumination of Gods people © Such (ay 
Saints ſalyation no doubt is certain in it ſelf, but ſeldom 
or never clearly evident to them to this purpoſe or ef- 
fe roo many wrong God and themſelves roo. Well, 
liſten to this too much, -and run-this dark black notion 
down into its blind conſequences and palpable inconve- 
niences, ( which will ſcarce be avoided, errour in this 
world multiplying much faſter than truth.) This I 
I cell you will be one ſaid Conſequence, the Devil comes 
on you, and if God: permits him, (as ſuch a ſtrange 


» Miſunderſtanding of the Goſpel provokes him to.ir, ) 


then I aſſure you he will ſhake you ſorely with the fears 
of death, But pray you now confider at length , Is 
making of Calling and EleRion' ſure, making ic ſure in 
it ſelf, or to our ſelves ſecureand evident ? is it our du- 
ry ſufficient to draw near unto God with faith, or ra- 
ther alſo with the full aſſurance of its Is indeed God 
bound in his Covenant co give the Saints more and 
more grace, but no comfort at all? Surely, as well not 
one, aSnot the ather ; and the ſame hinders one, as wel! 
as the other, even our ignorance and unwillingneſs : 
who as we oft refuſe to return to the Lord, ſoalſo much 

* oftener 


the fears of Death. '6r 
oftener do we refufe ro. be comforted, How come we 
to be commanded torejoyce in the Lord alwaies ? Yea, 
to count it all joy when we fall into divers Temprati. 
ons? It no promiſe of ability ſrom God to enable us ro 
rejoyce. Hith not God confirmed his Covenant by 
an Oath, that we ſhould have ſtroxg conſolation as well 
as ſtrong graces * Heb.6.417,18.1s not j»y one of the fruits 
of Chriſts Spirit * Doth not the Kingdom of Chriſt 
and government of our hearts conſiſt in righteouſneſs, 
peace, and jy inthe Holy Ghoſt ? Doth not an Apo- 


ſtleuſe his Authority thus 2 Rejoyce zn the Lord alwaies, Rum. 14 17. 


and azain I ſay rejoyce, Who dares then preach Gods 
Word otherwiſe « And clip the Scriprure language, and 
tell people it is enough, or that it is pretty well, if a 
Saint can'(ay thus, I defire to be Gods child, though I 
cannot call: God Father, Alas ! there. can be but poor 
| joy in thy deſires of being Gods child, it chou knoweſt 
not but God is thy enemy. Will this be a comfort to 
thee, that thou defireſt ro be Gods child, whilſt thou 
knoweſt that thou negleQeſt a ſ{tcit command of re- 
joycing in the Lord alwaies, flatly rebzlling againſt a 
Conſcience binding Goſpel-Law, and putting God off 
with a Complement, that ſach Commands are too 
good for thee: Iam ſure they are coo good'to be diſg+ 
beyed. Bat to return, Doft thou deſtre to be Gods 
Child 2 Let thy- defires be like a childs deſires; obedi- 
ent defices. Doſt thou deſire to be a datiful Child 2 
Then rejoyce in thy Father alwaies,and again, I ſay, re- 
joyce. Whether is ground of comtort thinkeſt thou, 
thy diſobedient defires, :or Gods free -pardoning love ? 
Truly, I queſtion whether'there be nor a dream in ſuch 
kind of fancies ;. fancies I call them; it 'raken for com- 
forts and reſted in, For how canſt thou ſay, if thou 
knoweſt 


| 
| 
| 
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knoweſt what thou ſayeſt, that thou loveſt God as a 
Child; if thou haſt no evidence that God loves chee as a 
Father? This is to give the Apoſtle "arg the lye, wha. 
ſaies plainly, that we love him becaule he firſt loved us, 
Some may think it modeſty for a Saint to fay, I defire 
ro be Gods child, but dare not call Gnd Father, Mode- 
ſty ! tor achild not ro own his true Father ! and his real 
evident love, the ſenſibleſt thing that is felt of God in 
the world, for God is love. This I know, that ſome- 
thing like it, is but ignorance, pride, and floathful reſt- 
ing in miſerable attainments, all ſadly put together; not 
that I am any the leaſt friend to a raſh, peremptory,con- 
ſtanc, and ſudden aflertion, My God and my Father : 
Burt ſuch an one I contend for, as ſprings from a ſerious 
meditation of Gods unſpeakable love revealed in the 
Covenant of grace; and from the due exerciſe of Grace, 
eſpecially in the actual worſhipping of God z wherein 
moſt Scripture Saints haveexpreſt their higheſt confi- 
dence in God as a Father, even at their Devotions, 
And alfo ſuch an aſſertion I plead for of a Saints inte- 
reſt in God as a Father, - which: together with all the 
reſt, arifes from a peculiar operating preſence of the wit- 
neſſing Spirit, whereby a Saint is enabled to cry, Abba, 
Father: Which Spirit dwelling in the Saints, and ena- 
bling them in all As of Worſhip, yea, of their life 
more or leſs, cannot but give them a ſweet ſence all 
along alwaies in their hearts of Gods being their Father, 
unlefs they have fo finned as David, driven away the 
Comforter, and ſo need to pray with him ; Reſtore 0 
Lord the Foys of thy ſalvation, and uphold me with 1by 
free Spirit, Therefore let Miniſters eſpecially, and all 
thoſe who ought to-comfore one another , let Gods 
Heralds, I ſay, and Preachers. of Goſpel glad ny 
| abhor 


; the fears of Death. 
abhor to be-like the Devils Goalers, to feed the Saints 
with weak cold comforts, like bread and water of affli- 
Rion, that will certainly betray them to the power of 
the Devil, and the fears of Death. What ? Comfore 
and bolſter up a Commuaicant, one that having many 
years profeſſed true ChriſtianicF may now be called 
within an hour to heaven; What ? I ſay, co comfort 
ſuch an one with his A B C, his rudiments; that ic is 4 
matter of content and reſt co him, that he defires to be 
Gods Child, though he cannot call God Father > We 


may ſhut up our Bibles, and ceaſe preaching comfort; 


if this be enough. Every the leaſt Saine may quick'y 
attain co this, for it is the-leaſt that s-we gracecan.doz it 
may be as quickly done as ſaid by a «rae Saint, But 
ſurely there is ſomething more in drawing near to 


God, infollowing on to ſeek the Lord ; even full afſu- * 


rence of Faith, Heb.10.22, And truly co comfort Saints. 
Conſciences with theirattaining leſs then ris ( except 


in ſingular caſes and conditions of great relapſes and 
ſoredeſertions,) is to comfort chem with their reproach; 


0y68F lathe faith; Is this-to lead ſad Saints inte paths 
of pleaſantneſs and peace?* Or rather to hoodwinck 


them, and ſo leave them in the dark unto the Devil, to- 


frighe them? Is this to comfort and cure Saints weak 
hearts 7 Or rather to keep them weak and valetudi- 
nary? Oc is it not to play the Mountebanks with them? 
And by indulging their fears and doubts ro take a courſe 
ro have them alwaies viſicing us for our weak Phyfick ; 
when as Chriſt hath lefe us, and all his, m/ghty =S 


Conſolations and Cordials; and that with a Probetum eſt- 


thereupon, the probation and experience of every New- 
Teſtament Sainr, But I will ſhew you Scciprure Divi- 


nity, and not. ſparingly neither, . for what I plead, . 


1 Foh, 1,3» 


i 
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1 Foh.1.3. 4nd truly our fellowſhip i with the Father and 
he. Son Feſus Chrift, Verl.q. And theſe things write we 
f0 you, that your joy might be full, Chap, 2.5. Hereby 
k 1ow we, that we are in him. Chap. 3.2, Beloved, now we 
are the Sons of God, Verf,14. We know that we have paſ- 
ſed from death unto life becauſe we love the Brethren, 
Verſl.19, And hereby we know that we are of the trmh, 
and ſhall aſſure our hearts before him.” Verſ(.24. And here- 
by we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath 
given ws. Chap.4.13. Hereby know we that we dwell in 
bim, and he in us, becauſe be hath given us of hs Spirit. 
Verſ.16. And we have known and believed the love that 
God hath tows, Chap.5.13. Theſe things have I written 
wnto you that believe onthe name of the Son of God; that 
ye may know, that ye have Eternal life: Verſ.14- And 
this is the confidence that we have in him, that if we ak 
any thing according to his will, be heartthws, Vetl.15, 
And if we know that he heareth ws, whatſoever we ack we 
know, that we have the Petitions that we deſired of- bims. 
Verſ.19. And we know that wt are of God, and the whole 
world lyeth in wickedneſs. Verl.29, And we know that 
the Son of God is come, and bath given us an wnderſtand- 
ing, that we may know him that « true: And we are 
in him that ts true, evenin his Son Feſus Chriſt, This is 
the true God and Ecernal life, 

Here is the right deſcription of a New Teſtament, 
Goſpel-Sainr, and the nature of his confidence; . which 
he holds cothe end, maugre all the terrours of Death 
or Devil, Upon all which let me ſay thus much, ( for 

I am labouting to have the Axe laid at theroot of all 
horrid fears of Death, ) do but conſider it ſeriouſly ; 
and then judg whether to comfort ſouls with puny, 
lazy, and eafte refletions on that which is ſadly ſhore of 

| | what 


the fears 'of 'Death. & 


what thoſeSctiptares (peak to be the attainment ofGods. 


Children, whetherT ſay it/benot, es keep ſouls fully/as 
unholy as truly comforrleſs:forſo'ifis;,if Zph. 3. 17,1819 
do hold out theſe Dorines, which yon will find they 
do; as firſt, That great faith # neceſſary to the working of 4 
great and an awakened affettion in our hen'ts for Goal and 
Chrift, Chriſt dwelling in our hearts by faith roots:us. 


and grounds' us in a'fincere and powerful love of God. 


Secondly, That ſuch a mighty affetFion in w for God 6 
neceſſary to the begetting in ws alarger aſſmrance of his love 
704; For love thinks noill,, burexpeRs much good, 
eſpecially.from God, That ye, ſaies the Apoſtle, being 


rooted and grounded in love, n:47bt even thereby be able to 


comprehend with all Saints, what & the breadth, © and 
length, and depth, and height, 'and: know the love of 
Chrift , even: as all eminene'Saints have:-knownit, thar 
is, his love to us in particular as the: Apoſtle Paxl 
phraſes it, Gal.2.20, 1 live by the faith:of the'Senof God, 
who loved me, and gave himſe'f for me, Thirdly, That 
great aſſurance of Gods love to. us is neeaful ants our per- 
feting of bolineſs ; it ſobe we wouldibe filled wictr all 
the fulneſs of God. ' Now who that/have any fear of 
God, or pity to ſouls, dare uſe any other method of 
comforting, then God'uſes 2 ©' Oh lect none comfort 
others, or themſelves; with poor'weak'tokens of being) 
in a good ſtate, and\by never -urging/ tome*3nabſoluce 
neceſſicy of the:fu'l aſſurance of faich; evenleave them 
under perpetual .guilt, and. ſo unto thoſe fears which 
make them walk unworthy of the ſtate,: hope} or name 
of Chriſtians, :Sarely:.he- that: delivers fromrhe'tears 
of Death, leaves nor:poor fouls xo-berormanditpſt with 
extream doubtings of. his:fovetothem;': Well; 1 leave 
this particular Information.z- Behold: the pufſibility of 

| K attaining 
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attaining this freedom From: the fears of Death with all 
thar appettains tory being clear fromthe neceſſity of 
our duty, ic being required of us; and from the many 
examples of Saints ſo freed,to encourage us. For with 
Chriſt, the great Deliverer, this is poſſible z and it is 
every childs. portion, ready-purchaſed, and it may be 
had for going-for,. to'him. He is both able, willing, 
and ready to fave to the attermoſt them that come unto 
God by him. . Now I come to the ſecond Liſe,and thar 
is of Exhortation, in two words. - 

Firſt;Let every poor ſoul look to it,to get grace,to be 
in-the number of real. Saints, for whom Chriſt iater-. 
cedes,. as before my Text, ſaying, Behold 1 and the chil- 
dren which thiu haſb given me, This Text ſpeaks no. 
camfort to.any. carnal wicked perſons. In the time of 
Peſtilence, and an-hour of fudden Death, they have no 
fence againſt che Devils fiery darts, and the flaſhes of 
hell; no. Antidote againſt the killing fears of Death, 
But let them flee penitently and believingly to Chriſt 
for refuge, yea,. to Chriſt; firſt for grace, for repen- 


+ tance untolife, and for. faith in his bloud,. and then for 


__— 
_ 


ſafety s andif the Son make you Sons, and ſo free, ye 
ſhall be free indeed. 

Secondly, I beſeech you that are Saints, Gods chil- 
dren, though but a lictle flock, little children, yer do 
not you dread Death: - I do; nor ſay, Do not think of 
Death; Alas! who can but think of it * I donor ſay 
neicher, Be not ſeriouſly ſenſible of ir. Bur I beſeech 
you. for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, for. his honour ſake 
who 'is your Kiog,-a8d your own,who are his Souldiers, 
E ſay, quit:your :ſelves-like men,: ſtand: co ir ſtontly, 
Auk-hor adder the:fearsof, Death. -; Alas !.you are noc 
wo-'fcar four Jaſt encounter, if God bath given you any 
HUNHS, victory. 


"World, Fleſh, and Devil. - Saints at laſt ſhould be like 
experienced Souldiers, uſed to encounters, and war- 
riſhc with ſpiricual Combates, fo that they ſhould ra- 
ther ſcorn, then fear the laſt and harmleſſeſt enemy, 
Death. Bur1 (hall only add 5 That this freedom from 
the fears of Deathis a priviledge Chriſt hath purchaſed 
for this preſent ſtace, for this life. Now what Saint 
can find in his heare to Joſe fo great a Legacy leftby 
Chriſt; ſo great a purchaſe and beneficof his Death* 
So great a Deliverance ? And. fooliſhly multiply co 
himſelt ſelf-willed fears, or which is worſe, (elf- willed 
grounds of fear, as laſt,paſſion, worldly incambrances, 
or worldly mindedaeſs, idleneſs, vain, frothy, fooliſh 
aRions and carriage, or if not ſo, then it may be,igno- 
rane ſuſpicions of Gods mercy 5 All theſe things do bat 
arm Death, and thine Own Conſcience to wound thee 4 
oh look to thy ſelf, make hiſte, for - Death hafſtens 
apace, O! what true Child of God but would ſo9»g 
to be ri4 of this difingenuous temper of fearing Death, 
25 tO be eyen hovrly oa his knees begging of Chriſt this 
benefic of his glorioufly conquering death; *whicti if a 
Child of God receives not in chis ſhore, and now if ever, 
uncertain life, he will alcogether 'miſs that Which is ſo 
goodly a part of the Saints Portionz' whicti-is proper 
to, and firted for this preſenc tife;* everi befote Deach 
comes to enconriter its. Well; abandon theſe fears wich 
the grounds of chem, and then though -Dearh come 
quickly, yet through Chriſt you' will grapple well 
enough with it, And oh char mien wete-wilero-gerfrom 
Chriſt by all conſtant importanicy, forte of rliis 'blaſed 
deliverance frown the fears of /Death';'atid'6thit by a 
continual cardefnels, becauſe _ pteſently' ſeized by 
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the fears of Death. 
-yiory over your greateſt, and truly woyta/ ettemics the. 
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.the Plague, or any. other mortal ſickneſs, they- would 
-not deſperately venture it, and ſo.ſadly abandon them- 
ſelves to the frights of the Devil in an hour of ſudden 
death., Now if any be awakened, either by Gods Word 
or Providence, to look after this great benefit of Chriſts 
death z- which is, to be delivered from the; ſervile fears 
of their own:z'then let ſuch/confider this Counſel which 

the Scripture gives in the Gaſe - /* 
- Firſt, Have acare of harbouring one moment any known 
67 kr.0wable guilt, For ic receives from the condemning 
Law ſtreagch to. arm Death with, I wonder- not chac 
thoſe Saints. who baye; at any time much. guilt upon 
their ſpirits, do-then fear; Death;;.'1t fin be not 'exami- 
ned and- found out, which is not done by. many Saints , 
whoeven juſtifie ebemſelves in.ſome fins, not judging 
them:o- be.fing, nor much, cariog.to; examine leſt they 
ſhould'prove figs, and fo.to be parted with, contrary to 
adear humour ; -afid ſocalling goodevilz and evil good; 
no wonder in ſuch/a caſe that the Ye belonging to ſuch, 
when executed, as-well as chreatned, frights them, It 
Saints for want. of. de conſideration and examiniog 
themſelves, .do- not: only commit, but: continue: in fia 
anrepented of, as-the Plagued Corinthians; no won- 
der that they: are ſurprized, not only. with the fears of 
death, but with ſudden deafh.it felf.; Oh ! ſhake your 
Conſriences, royze.them--up. to:diſcharge their office 
faithfully; -let your beart ſmite you-for the leaſt ſo, or 
evil chought; ang oh harbour not guilr, ler. it noc lodge 
with you one night,, no not.an hour; for ſo long-you 
will be liable to horrid fears of dying. /. It is ſa, and the 
very.;eruth of, many Saings condition:.;: Therefore find 
outithat which troubles; your peace;; and provokes God 
©0 leave. you.tq the fears. of Death. 3. hading.ic . 
abonc 
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labour for the affiſtance of Chriſts' Spirir, for one look 
from Chriſt, for one manifeſtition of Gods love thar 
may break. your hearts, and make you weep bitterly, 
repent and grieve throughly : thus ſhill nor fia come 
pon you with an afterclap,  with-a repentance co be re- 
pented of, Weep. for ſin according to the demand of 
the Goſpel,, which requires not 2lictle grief, though 
leſs then (ta deſerves, for it deſerves- hells weeping and 
wailing and gaaſhing of ceeth, Dothis, Believe and 
Repent, Repent and Believe; and then yow will fiad 
in your hearts little or no fears of Death. For peace of 
Conſcience will thus become firm, and will caſt and . 
keep them our ; yea, defend the heart chrough Chriſt; 
I-fay, therefore dayly, yea, hourly. exerciſe faith, roge+ 
ther with repentance, thar.is to ſay, a vigorous faith ; 
which is never forlorn or forſaken oft good works z aad 
ſuch afaith in Chriſt, will be your victory over all baſe 
fears of Death. . Be not then,O ſouls, too haſty in your 
exerciſe of faith, Believe again and again, really and 
truly preſenting to your ſelves the ſeverity of the laſt 
and ſolemn judgment of God, Believe nor only till 
ſame eaſe come,. but till you be willing co dye, it the 
Lord will, preſently. For did you arraign your ſelves 
in bitter Confeſſion of fin as- before Gods: Tribunal in- 
deed::.No leſs faith would (erve.your turn, .thea ſuch 
as would carry you boldly from your; knees through 
Death co Fudgment; for you may (ſo examine and judge 
your (elves, as to be confident in Chriſt -thac you ſhill: 
never be judged of the Lord, of ur 6 
-.j Secondly, Reſ6/t. the, Dewily, 1 mean;theſe higrem- 
ptations; to fear death ; refiſt both him, and all.his- 
temptations ;. as, thoſe to ſin, to deſpair of its pardon, 
and to fear its wages Death.. Haye an.( U & wrayen. for 

| him, 
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bim, if not to-wound him, yet to gag him If nothing 
 bereadier z darr this Fext into his foul mouth to ſtop . 
it 5 this Texr, 'managed with faich, will fright the De- 
vil more than he can fright-you, This Text is in this 
caſe like Goliahs Sword, none like ir. Take Gods 
Word for it will wound him, 'and make him run too, 
by the power of the Spirit of Chriſt, Well, thus re- 
{iſt the Devil; fear himnor, he is a conquered enemy, 
Chriſt hath deſtroyed him that hath the pomer of death, 
ſaies the Apoſtle. And therefore I defire you to reſiſt 
him for two reaſons. | . 

* 2- Firſt, Becauſe your Captain hath done it. Te is fic 
for Souldiers to fight againſt ſuch as their General 
Charges; Ir is not fic for you to yield to the Devils 
temprations to fear Death, when as Chriſt,the Captain 
of your ſalyacion, hath overcome him, as his, and your 

* Enemy, deſtroying him that had the power of Death. 
This - were to raiſe arms with the Devil, and to 
ſtrengthen him againſt Chriſt and your own lives 
coo, Bur, 

> Secondly, I adviſe this, becauſe it is the way of 
Chriſt, his Method of ridding his children from fear, 
He firſt deſtroyed him that had the power of Death, 
that is, the Devil; and all chis that he might deliver his 
' people from fear of dying. So do you, follow Chriſts 
Methods of war, Would you be delivered indeed by 
Chriſt from the bondage fears of Death © Then do as 
Chriſt, reſiſt him thar hath che power of Death. The 
Promiſe you know encourages this ſRoutnefs. Reſiſt 
the Devil and he will flee from you which when he 
doth, your fears of Death willflee after him , becauſe 
it is be only that harh this power of Death. As one ſaies, 
Timer attrahit ad ſe Damonas, Feat or Cowardize _ 
| the 
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the Devil to come to us; the Cowards trick: indeed, 
who never fighteth but when he thinks his enemy fears 
' torefiſt him. So I may to be fare ſay onthe contrary, 
that as to fear the Devil draws him upon us; fo nor ro 
fear him keeps him off on's, Courage in reſiſtance will 
put him to flights for he is an abſolute Coward to 
Chriſt and ſtout Chriſtians, Tf this be nor done, I 
mean, it the Devil be nor fully refiſted, all is in vain ;_ 
that man will ſcarce ever keep his Conſcience quiet that 
ramely ſuffers the Devil to play the mercileſs Souldier, 
Sophiſter, Goaler, or Executioner with it, Maſter the 
Devil, and then having made thy peace with God,chow . 
haſt only thy Conſcience ſtill ro pacific trom time to 
time with- that. bloud that hath pacified God, Well 
then, take this coarſe ; do-as Chriſt did in his fighting, 
and you will wichourt doubt fight a good fight of taich, 
and fiaiſh yonr courſe with joy. AN 
- "Thirdly, Love a8t the world, or any thing in it that is 
of itz Love not yourlife too much; exerciſe ſelf denial. 
Did we love God and our ſelves arighr, we ſhould not 
fear Death. Perfe@ love caſteth out the fear of Death; 
But imperfe& love,. love divided ; the love: of God, 
and of the world too, I mean, the comforts, pleaſures. 
of this life, ſ{weer Relations,. or thelike ; oh this im» 
perfe&love, inſtead of caſting our, doth bar hatch and- 
harbour the fears of Death. 'Fear then to love much any 
thing of .chis world, though 'never ſo- lawful an enjoy+ 
meac,. would you not fear Death. There is more in 
this than Chriſtians will be aware of. Buc doubtleſs, the 
inordinate love of worldly comforts, and the imper- 
f& love of God, makes men- afftaid\todye. To this I: 
may add, Prize ſpiricual things: above worldly ; place 
your ſenfible dayly, yea, .hourly happineſs in. O_ 
© eangs's. 
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things; count them not only your food, but feaſt; yea, 
recreation tooz alwaies reckoning thus to be Merry, 
My Meditation of God ſhall be ſweet, ſaiey David, and 1 
will be gladin the Lord, Let the comfort of your lives, 
your choice, conſtant delight and treaſure be heavenly 
things z then you will never fear death, For as it-is a 
comfort when an houſe ison fire. to ſave all the goods, 
eſpecially.all che tieaſure . So though the Plagne or any 
death fire the bedy, this our tabernacle of clay, yer 
will it not be a quering comfort that our Treafure is 
ſafe > And that we have a berter houſe to'go to, not 
made with hands, in the higheſt heavens? 
Fourthly, Watch. It is Chriſts direQion, ' The un- 
certainty of the time of death and judgment, bath this 
Uſe of Exhorration annexed to it by a greater Eccleſs- 
aſtesrhen Solomon, Chriſt himſelf, who preached as ne- 
ver mandid, and (pake as never man ſpake, ſaies he, 
What T ſay anto you, 1 ſay untoall, watch, Mar.13.37. Fob 
knowing his Redeemer |,ved, knew both his proteQion, 
and his duty z waited all the daies of his appointed time 
till his change came, He was every day at watch, look- 
ing for his Jaſt enemy, Death, and therefore little feared 
what he could dog therefore he had nor ſo mach fear of 
Death, as hope in God though he ſhou!d ſlay him. Oh ! 
watch,” watch, For you know thoſe that watch in an 
Army are leſs zffrighted at the approach of an enemy, 
then thoſe chat are alarum'd out of their ſleep: So ir is 
as tothe fears of Death, we therefore fear ic ſo much, 
becauſe we (olictle think of ir, or expeR it, putting the 
evil day far from us z and ſo, ſuſpeRing it nor to be 
near, fall co ſleep, :keep no: watch ,"and then if on a 
ſadden this laſtenemy Death approach, and ſeem tobe 
very near us$ we being alarum'd out of our _ 
ep 
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fleep. areroffrigticed, © [Therefore . Solomon deals wiſely 
with the youog;man, Eceleſ. 12; who thinks death far- 
cheſt off, I ſay, he preſears che youngiman with a moſt 
lively and. unparalleVd deſcription of his latter end g 
puts him in mind betimes of his latter daies ; that ſo 
meditating and expeRing ſuch an end of. his daies, he 
might.not be offcighted ac death, nor unprepared for 
judgmenr..'Oh: watch, watch; for certainly, Chri-- 
ſtians, familiar . thougbts of death, if according to 
Gods Word, would breed in us the contempt of 
Deaths 522 3910p 255 Wm tet he A_ 
»/Fitchly, Be falthful in celebrating all Goſpel Ordinance} 
of Gods Worſhip; Communion with Chriſt in; them 
raiſes a. mans ambition.above his: Cowardice, and makes 
hie covet-to.be: with Chriſt, though: it be by Death, 
Rememberthatiot. David, : Plal.24.4 Thiugh { walk in 
the: valley. of. the ſhadow of - death; I:will: fear no ill,. for 
thaw art with we; In ther next verſe but one he ſhews 
where God and he met, ver.6, '1 will. dyel/.in the honſe of 
the.. Lord. for ever, - Communiqn: with : his: ſhepherd, 
eſpecidllya holy\Worſhip, :made_him: fear noevil-chac 
deattycould-aftconvhimwtih; .: Twe Ordinances of-the 
Warſhip of Gog; andifor::Communion.:wicth him; 1 
vnly-hing -a$ expedient :tothis preſent>purpaſe, -becau'e 
one of: them: muſt; ſpeak mote' to.itz:the Coacluſton; 
they are Prayer and che Lords Suppert yd uy 2 25 iihey © 
v:| Firſt; Prayeryc The:end of - all: things in bt handy: befor 
ber and watch anto*Prajer;; 1'Pet.q 7 Thy end to: be fure 
is at hand,) watch and pray. - Watching'is of -lietle avait” 
without Prayer. ..1f you'be wiſe:pray machin faith. O, 
Saints; five .you never found: tn. prayer heavens gate 
upened:: tq yout knocking:?: Dia. burn prevail once 38 
prayer. with God himſelf; as es ahdI __ ws 
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deed, :and you will eaſily overcame his 'Serjeant death it 
ſelf, much more its fears. They that uſe in Prayer to 
enter into the hajieſt by:the bloud of Jeſus cannor much 
fear that Death ſhould ar laſt make them miſs their good 
01d way to heaven. | 
Secondly, | Receive the Lords Supper as oft, and as wor- 
thily a5'you can; Many quiet their Conſciences by re- 
ceiving that Sacrament upon the pot of Death. Buc 
truly, ſolid joyes,. and the beſt preparations for geath, 
are thereſult'of a godly remembrance of Chriſts death, 
_All along in our lite time, What quiet can any have 
from ſuch 2 praQtice * That is,to negle the Ordinance 
and duty of remembring Chrifts death all their life, 
and to remember it only at their death? Oh! ſeeing 
fears of death, are fad aflociates and Companions of aur 
lifezeven al your daiesremember:Chriſts death; by vere 
tne whereof you are: tobedehvered from ſuch crouble. 
fome Company ; aSit is Clear in thepreceding verſe comy:- 
Text, That through DEATH, (aies the Apoſtle, by might 
 defbroy him that had #he power of Death ;\ and deliver them 
who through fear of death were all.thiir/ life time ſub eb;to 
bondage, Flnis'isadeliverance pouice wrought through 
Chriſts death. O-Saint ftudy' ir, eye. jt 1n faich, ti} 
thou feeleſt the vertue of itin-thy heart, caſing thee of 
thy: fears of Death. : 'Fhus' Chriſt: undertook thy:Ne-+ 
liverance even by his;ownDeath,:.: Thus-then dathou 
— manage this thy deliveraticeby:due remembrance of thy 
Saviours death'z. which remembrance in: the uſe of rhe 
Lords Supper (if it be:the .bigbeſt Goſpel Ordinance, 
as none doubt it ſo tobe, ) is: the moſt .cfi ual means 
to ſubdue, .as al) :fin,; fo allfears-of death..- '\ Fhe:death 
of Chiift kills:-fo;/-guilke; dearh,' and:Devil 9: and-will 
Xt not by faith deftroy the/ fears of Deaths! —_ 
wi 
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will. -: Only take heed to'thy felf in.receiving the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper ;; for” elſe thy: remedy may 
prove thy: poyſon. - An. unbecoming remembrance at 
chat Ordinance of Chriſts death, may coft thee thy 


life, and bring the Plague to thy body, as many good 


Divines/ are of the opinion that the Plague raged 
amongſt thoſe unworthy Communicants of the Corin> 
tbians that were even many of chem weak and ſickly, 
yea, many faln afleep, A Plague ſure; becauſe many 
fick and many dead. | | 


Sixthly, Maintain avery exatt and holy Converſation; 


walk with God in thy Cloſer, and.in thy houſe ina per- 
fe&t way. Who was it that had a deſire to be diſſolved 2 
Who was it * That by all means laboured to attain to 
the reſurrection of the dead? To enjoy by death the 
perfection of glory, and that without the leaft fears of 
Death? Was it not that holy man che Apoſtle Pay ? 
who as you find in the ſame place, Phjl.3,13. counted 
not himſelf to be already: perfect; | forgetting thoſe 
things which were behind, reaching ' forth to. thoſe 
_ which were. before, and preſſing cowards the 
mark'for the prize of che high(calling of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus. He preſt forward, yea,  would- have preſt too 
through Death gladly, thar he mighe arrain-co-the Re- 
furreQion of the Dead; , He thar' Nath 's Converſation 
in-heaven;” will leaft fear his paſſage thithec by Death, 
having in his life cime:been much'uſed to be above, 
Thoſe that ſer their minds; on things above can look 
much beyond death, and ſeeallclear.. A holy conver- 
ſation in'heaven is a.converſation beyond Death, ::Cer- 
tainly, nonefear death'more than wicked men,: whoſe 
Conlciences are ſomewhar awakened'; aridinone; nexc 
to them, fear death' mwre than careleſs Saints: - Strict 
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»6 An Antidote © avainſt 
livers are not.only:fearleſs of Death; bur:deficous of ir. 
The Apoſtle Peter.ſpeaking of ſuffcrings,! counſels thus, 
1 Pe.4.19.” Let them that ſaffer' according to the will of 
God commit the keeping ef their ſouls 16 him in well do- 
irg arunto a faithful Creator, Truly, for Saints not on- 
ly roſuffer, but to dye as well as. others.is the appointed 
will of God., Let thefn then: commit the keeping, of 
their ſouls to God in deach, or nnder- the expectition of 
it, in well doing as unte a faithful Creater; for then 
rhey can no more fear Dcath reaſonably, then they can 
” Gods fajthfalne(ſs. CISLS E433 Þ QUIT 7 9d * 

.Seventhly, Make 4good improvemt: nt of alt af fiftions, 
Conquer them by faith and patience, and you will bee- 
ter deal with Death. - The Apoſtle Pas! triumpti'c over 
Death, (as you have heard!) becauſe more then Con- 
querour! over tribulacions, /perſecutions,: and. rhe like 
forrows./: Fruly, : overcoming theſe affi: tions hebidsa 
defiance to Death it ſelf, Jet zr doits worſt; he is per- 
ſwaded that neither life nor death, neither the troubles 
of lite, nor the pains of. Death, if not the firſt, ſure 
nat the later, can.ſeparate him from his happineſs; the 
love of: God in Chriſt Jeſus. Therefore you'find a 
remarkable paſſage is Phil.1.13, 23. near together: in 
the ſame Chapter z firſt he mentions his boads in Chriſt, 
or for his ſake in Ceſ«rs Palace, then quickly mentions 
his defire to dye,. tro depart this miſerable world, This 
is the unſpeakable happineſs of 'affl; tions when impro- 
ved; they make us not only weary of this life, and de- 
firous of the Saints everlaſting reſt ; but they harden 
gs, and animate us toi'go on toconquer the remains of 
deathat the.laſt hour. None live er dye morecouragi- 
ouſly then the moſt exerciſed Saints, trained up in great 
a;Qions and ſufferings for righteouſneſs ſake. 

| Eightbly, 


Eighthly, Stndy the great Examples. of thi Delive- 


rance z -Scripture Saints and others:thathave not ſeared 


death.;  thoughſubje-to the like paſſions. and infirmi- 
ties that weare, as Fob, David; the Apoſtle Pal, and 
others. Example is cogent ; and their courage as well 
as patience w3s recorded for our imication, Now this is 


the great advantage-we have by (uchex1mples : A poor. 


ſoul-is-encouraged-to expe the fame deliverance by 
Chriſt that ſach:-Saints before obtained freely, ſeeing 
as God, ſo'Chriſtis no reſpeRer-of perſons, eſpecially 
no.partial Father to his. own children, who have all a 
equal intereſt 'in the-Common -Swiour and D-liverer. 
Confider that ſeriouſly an4 take courage. Remember 
onceand again that Heb.7.25, He is; able to ſave to the 
u:termoſtichem that come: unto God by him; them, 
that is; whoſoever:come, them as (well: as: the-Apoſtle 
Paul himſelfs Stephen andi:Apolio's as welllas the great 
Apoſtles Peter and :Paub ;.-and the Apoſtie Fobs's little 
children's welt as himſelf, ſo long as they be children of 
Gad, and come to God by Chriſt. As the Apoſtle Peter 
ſpeaks; God (:fajes he} -muking no arfference between 
thews and #8, even all one is: Chriſt; 25:1t9: the benefits of 
his death. I beſeecti, you conſider alto your living and 
dying Saints, whoſe eminent lives are freſh:in your me- 
mories's coafider. and trace- in them the evident 
foorſteps of :' this' glerions + deliverance: from - the. 
fears of. Death, The great ioſtruRionthat'ehe life and 
death of truly Chriſtian--friends do teachus, is todye: 
weltand comfortably. And their evident vitory over 
Death ſhould: animate the following files of Chriſtian 
Souldiers/to-fall-on-z; and :that with mbre; courage upon. 
death,: then deach cari-upon them, - <0: dig 

Nunthly;” Tr»þ in 604; Believe in-God,; believe-alſo 
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in Chriſt s we find in Sctipture that norhing we cando 
is amore prefent'remedy againſt diſquiets and fears,then 
a prefeur exerciſing; this heavenly grace of truſtingin, - 
and cleaving cloſer' to God even when trouble is nigh, 
very nigh, Phy art thou diſquitted Omy ſenl;, bope in 
God, Again, What time I aw pn truſt in thee, 
and many ſuch inſtances, - Well, - rhe: Devil fights thy 
ſoul with the fears of Death :'Do — him again 
withthy hope in God, Take this armour of God+«Hope 
is a proper weapon to fight againſt fear; and the longer 
weapon too I will aſſure you, Ic is a proper match for 
fear, and much 'more -valiane:through Chriſt, then the 
fears of Death can pretend co be, for and through the 
Devil. Therefore to promote this grace,ſo highly con- 
ducing to the deſign of Chriſt in delivering his people 
from the fears of Death, or of any difmal mifery char 
can uſher in Death to-usz Ifhall conclude with :adilſco-= 
very of ſome things that! make-foris all, may waies ; 
as well as for the due Complexion of this needful grace 
of hope, which, I confeſs, may bloſh, bur never grow 
pale: and: wan ypon the neareſt -approach,-or raugheſt 
rouch of Death, 'we will tleave that dull:complexion to 
the lawmpiſh fears of Death, Wel), to get this health- 
ful lively-grace of hope,  '' -- 

Firſt, Labowr-16 know: well God and Chriſt, with the 
deſign, merit, 4nd power of this diath; There isnothing 
knowable of iGod, as the truthis in;Jeſus,:bfit it con- 
Cuceth to 4'Saints 'confidence; labour ' therefore to 
know as 'much of God-as thou canſt, F/al.9.10, They 
that 'know thy name will put their traſt in thee. | And in- 
deed-who will truſt aiſtranger thas he knows nor-?. See 
further, Prov.22.19,1$;19; Bowdown thing eaf and hear 
the wards of the wiſe, and apply thine' hiet untv.my _ 
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| ledges VerſerB. Far ita apleaſant thing if thas keep them 
\ in thee; thty ſhall withall be. fitted 3nthy lips, Verf, 19. 
That. thy truſ# may be in the* Lord 1 have made known to 
thee this day, even tothee. Verſ,20, Have I not written 
18 thee excellent things in Counſels and knowledge ? And 
all chis:excellent inſtruion. from\Chriſt is to-rhis very 
purpoſe; that: thy:truſt may bein God. '- Read' Gods 
word much, labour to underſtand his/bleſſed pregnant 
promiſes, [his wiſdom, power, and faithfulneſs, eſpeci- 
ally his love 3 to comprehend with all Saints the breadth, 
andi-length,; and :depth, and height of it, Know' God 
much, and;you will reuſt him:the'more;' as "P/4/; 9. 10. 
They thai know thy name will pat their truſt in thee ; For 
than: Lord batt: not forſaken them that ſeek thee, ' Th 

fatthfulnefs, O Lord, is fo experienced, who 'thar have 


1; \buruiefttreft indlive; How comb Feb to treft God © 


choughtic ſhouldliy himao beſo-fearieſs of any deat? 
Truly; he hadrexcellencknowiedge of God; yea, and 
of:Chriſt coo ;/-He knew: hs Redeemer lived, But let 
thy\knowledgeof 'God and 'Chriſt.beſuch '38/includes 


Ecethal life 5: for the” Devils-know God, chey believe. 


amtremble 4 Lernor:thy knowledy' be like the know- 


ledge"of thefilthy' Devils, 'bur like: rtie knowledge of - 


the-puce God, let it ſhine and ſparkle in'l} kofinek of 
heart andlite... : Be good, -anddo good, as well as Ktidw 


heart, and a :reforme<life,- that ſo Gehollihg as in'h 


glaſs the glory of 'the' Lord, yow'ty be Hinged into. 


the- ſame Im3ge, from: glory roglary; cevenas bythe 
Spirizof the Lord, -3 Gor. 3.18," Oleotifiane beholding 
Chiſts glory/as in a glaſs, ell youve your (lves ith 

what bike him; and-rhen you canact (ee an\f] Aimb"ts 
fright: youy for as you! have it) 2ful;64.206 FH 
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 . Bo An. Antidore-againſs 
. RIGHTEOUS. ſhalt'.be gladin. the Lofd, ind fhall truft.iu 
him,- and afl the UPRIGHT in heart:ſball;glory. Now 
ſu-ely 'Death ,and its fears ſhall nor forbid. ir, and make 
this Scripturealye-: ow | 
Secondly: ſe.thy ſelf to it,totruſt in God,  Exerci(e 
thy ſelf;cxiraofgdioarily unto: this.part ot: Godlineſs ; (o 
no changes will put cheeouty no, :not? thiyilaſt change. 
Feb could truſt Gold in one ſad condition after another, 
though ſadder and ſadder; - And thenatieogth he could 
do {o.as weil, eyen at deaths though -God:bimſelf coo 
ſhould flay-bim,; be could not þe plc [by his: goodwuſe 
and holy.cuſtomeof-tyuſtinglis) God, ?/al.6208. ./Truſt 
in-him 4 af.thwes. And.it thau-doſt, I willaflure'thee, 
thou wilt at no time.much fear death, or'oughe elſe bur 
God. But, 920913 4X3 OLQT DO! 410 BOIL VY 
- -;Thirdly,; Eſpedally in tivies of dangers nSwhen War, 
Plague, Faming is begun, or any other mottalCalami- 
ty. Whenthou art in thevalley of the-ſhzdowbfdeatb, 
then it is high times £fifſt much in God; and'rtophuck 
up.ihy; heart; Pſuk-a. 121ilWhen bi Ivrath s kindled. bytia 
little, bleſſed are all thepubas puttheir traftiin him * That 
rake warning /betime,and-ireturn»eq- tiim=<thacsſmices 
them,that cling to-himand kiſs ehieRadlar-the firf fight, 
or the fr (a/harleaft! Oh.char inen did but know; the 
ty8g8+» high do belong t&-chejt:pence; co.-cheir:fpeedy 
ayg3ting gh-Gods idrexg ful gadgments. ©ti vhac [men 
would wnſfiin:Gad and: cleave unto. him; , yea, .cobis 
Te Ren i R__ Ws mighty | ob; 
woqen ne: co:plague theto;:.that lo-he may not be 
"all Eiaken diſpleaſure... This David 
galtly,prayed againſt, ;a0q: as earneftly-Jaboured al- 
WaAgS 19 Rrevens)- 1 Farthe very enkindling.of Gods an- 
gt is dreadful; but its waxing hot moſtlamenrable, 


OVA. deſolating, 


everlaſting burnings?Oh therefore ſaies a wiſeDavid,thar 
had felt Gods anger, when his anger is kindled bur a 
little, bleſſed are all rhey char pur their cruſt in him, 


Fourthly, Truſt in God when thow findeft thy heart mt 


fearful; Thatis the very nick of time, that makes thy 
duty of truſting God moſt ſeaſonable and advantagions 
to thee and therefore an hour, wherein thou mayſt 
expect the aſhiftance of Gods Spirit to bear thee up, 
according'to Davids confidence, grounded on good ex- 
perience, Pſal.56.3. What time 1 ams affraldi williraff 
inthee, Why art thew diſquieted © my ſoul? Hope in God. 
And 7giin, This I call to mind, What? Truly that my 
ſtrength and hope was periſhed fromthe Lord, yet therefore 
have 1 hope. As God, ſoa gracious fool will be ſeen in 
the mount. God helps in extreinicy, left the Spirit he 
hath made ſhobld fail deforehim, as the: Propher'admi- 
rably; therefotelet rhy'traſt in God be artwork, when 
tobe fare Gods power is at-work too; -and'thar is in ex- 
tremiry-;" ſet in with God, and thy Spirit ſhilf befuftai- 
ned. When the fear of near apprdihing Dent charges 
thee tome, and'chy hearyfinks wichia' thee,” O ler ic 
nor'fink"Iik@ a"fone,* IS Webzls, but plitck ir'op and 
charge it again with a'tnorelively topein'Gvd, This do 
miſter thy fearsnd-conquer.” For ir iS'often found thit 
Cownds :whar they can miſtet' rhemfetves ind \chiefr 
own feats, 'rucii' rnoft 'valiint att daring againſt cheir 
- ergies, | Li 220 (1: WW BOG K277T WA HC WOLte Yall. 
-/Pifttly; Elenr'up thy intereſt i God anil ## Chrift -* A 
Clit truſts bis Vxther beſt, a Loyal —_— wy ood 
Lot-and*Kitig.” To reoft t6 fiich 2re tion is ah Cie 
becife'a genulije Hh narurel wor: { [7.4.0 Eorll my 
God 2 the 107 dub wYWAJC"PEL.s 15. Why _ 
$4 £4 
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deſolating, and full of horrout z who can dwell with 


} 


$2 An Antidote againſt 
caſt dewn, O my ſoul, axd why art thou Hſquidtes milhin 
me? Whit is the matcer s.. 1he-matter ! alas { War, 
Peſtilence is at the door ! Peace, O ſoul hope in God. 
Alas ! but how ſhallT?s Away, away, how thalt thou 
not? Doſt thou not know that God's the health of thy 
Countenance and thy God? Yet thus very Devid could 
cry out ſometimes as forſaken'of God, as if cut off from 
.- Guds eyes. .Oh that Gods People gow. a daies would 
- not imitate Scripture Saints;only in their complaints, 
and weepingzbut alſo in their rejoycing,and ſinging z not 
follow.chem only ia.cheir diffidence, bur in-cheic confi- 
dence alſo. . aod notonly1o.cheir.dark parhs; buc jocheir 
Lucida iptervallis, 3 1ſaiah phraſes it, Walking with thess 
the light of the Lord. . O' be not like Scripture Saints in 
their ſpiritual ; {\wooning away, but in their coming 
2gain zq-them(elves ;; be-;ke rhem;not only ig, their de- 
ſerrions, -or dejections,, bur, cheic more uſual. aſſurance 
of Gods,love, - Oh labour, to.ſpeak the Diale@ of Gods 
Children. with David, either .io the phraſe of Pſal. 3.7: 
or 119.94cither thus, Seve me, .9, MY God: Or thus, 
" Sexnbl: WE, ſon 0c. lie. Iraft Jn the oP ot T- 

+; Sixthly,,., Rely pn ne hing-1[6. Froſt in the Gord wit 
all. thine heart, and lean = 30 think = ul "6d 2 
Pro.3-5: That.is,..to the devices,of .thy heart for ſecu.. 
rity, refuge, belp, preſervation in danger, Somg truſt is 
borſes, ſaiesthe Plalmiſt, and ſome, I. may ſay, in Coun- 
try houſes and atr 5; Gy. to, them an, time, of Peſtilgnce 
= Ine only in caſe duty and neceſſity þuſ1nels 
bind ghem,not to,che contrary. He char flees the Plague 
pd.roms from his Duty; may 0 Highs oor popes 
the Plague, as I;may 4ay, £ DA feces 
thinks. Some cruſt; to, NPY 5 Afr 
$19, tOUEK Oun,, 0x, OUR AURA CENCE 
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for help, and ſuccour in time of. danger ;. uſe themgahey 
may, bux craſt.co them, and, their. danger: 31S a/handced 
times the greater s for* curſed is man” that: truſteth 
in man, much more. that truſteth in himſelf, thac leans 
co his own underſtanding z for he that doth ſo, would if 
| he proſpered, (,which iris pity therefore .he ſhould, ) 1 
lay, he: would {agifice to his own net, as well as lean. os) 
his own anderſtanding. 

Seventhly, Praiſe God REL even with thy ſoul, nd 
all that is withip thee, wnder the greateſt Fudegments, It is 
a.duty! moſt gf All ſeaſonable, neceſlary,, and-advanca- 
giqusito thee. - Artqhon alive £: Praiſe God, ; 35 the li- 
ving; -the liying ſhould do; eſpecially, L lay, in time 
of danger. ;, Therefore Facob in his. time of, danger and 
fears, began ” pfeyalent and ſucceſfsfy}prayer: tor deli- 

4068) With : b gf then the leaſÞ of all Gods merrigs, ) 
Fonachankf extal;a ozyledgment feeds faith 
—_— yo former . gaog experiences..and diſpels 
fear pf-eyil co come with. a, joy:in the Lord; whois the 


poſorck 23nd the geen g9od. oy Be ena far: nothing, 


Aa 9. \hatromedy; againſt dil: 
ap exam OY Pdh d\ Supplipation 


\Thepkeheinge, = drogetane bles'l judge ig 


very pI co begia ,oug Prayers with; Thankſgivicgs, 
thaokipg God a what weave, .,when alk (gems to be 
2891083 
leaſt.,of p 


MAKiEs,;. By flpegally .becayſe.by 
Prales:ig-gh Om Trgior On ein fingour ons 
fears, 0: rage Furs VE ig; (Gy. .But ſeeing 


Prayea fe 6 gl 4 ns ele faich, 
oo: oregpte , 
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'84 An Antidote againſt 
_ '0h pray much, The admirableſt way-under heaven by 
Cbriſs bleſſing to conjure all baſe fears 'quite out of the 
heart, | For if ever faith be emboldened, it is in prayer. 
Prayer it-is the improver, as of all grace, ſo eſpecially 
of faith, Pſal 62.8, Truſt' inithe Lord at dll tienes : Dat 
how-(h3ll we &0-that>\ It follows ; Ye! people pour. ont 
your heart before him; then he adds;\'God _w # Refure for 
«. Thar is certain, as the Propher'ehinks.” Oh the 
confidence in God that they arnve to; who ih danger 
can pour out'their_ hearts before'hiun'? Faith when we 
- pray &ighe'dothiin every Petition ger faſter and faſter 
bold'of *God.-'Thus the ſout in Prayer works it# (elf 
even into Gods arms of merey, and' Chrifts: boſomi&'of 
love, Thus in danger we neftle cloſer- into the- Clefrs 
of our blefled Rock till} the indignation- be-overpaſt, 
Yon know tharexcelfent Counſel; 7ſe.26,20/” Cone, wy 
people, inter this intv"thy Chinnbers, and ſhut'Shyduers 
about thee” hide thy ſelf "as tt were for a moinent, anvil the 
indignation be overpaſt. Wouldſtithou be fo fafe © Then 
as Chriſt'counſels, Mar:6.6. Ds thou, when this praeft, 
enter #rtothy'Cliſet," «nl when thou haft ſhut thy doo? pray to 
thy Father which (ttth in ſetver} and thy Fither which feeth 
In ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly. 'Thete is ro this par- 
poſe a very edifying inference may be eaſily gathered 
from i Tim 9.5.' Where” you haye th&Apofile's good 
widow iniehrivhed 7and thathhe triſte diets 
thacisiotal;' Tris not pootrafh Aotitfh, YI truſt in 
God; arid' 1 Hopt Tn 'the- Lord®Jeſts; )-which'isbut'a 
dream, nay, -2 vait/ and'empty breath,” the poor igno- 
tope,” which'qyickl 'pives'up 
of "But Fiepthe Roi, "rhe ho wich he 
truffetb-14\God; "ad FOnth "ſapphcathoys oy 
ers, night and day 3, Thus ſhe upholds het Cotifidence 


ratix- prophane” perfotis: 
chEGbof” "Bit fide 


the fears of Death: 85 
God both day and night;Woe be to thoſe that ſay, they 
cruſt in God day and night, and yer ſcarce pray at all in 
good earneſt, day nor night. The Apoſtle ſaies indeed 
that this good widow is deſolate, hath none to help her ; 
bur yet co facilicate her faith, you know God hath eſpe- 
cially revealed his tender careof widows, yet their,even 
their truſt in God (if they will make any chiog on'c ) 
muſt be raiſed and enlivened through continual ſuppli- 
cations night and day: So muſt every one of us do, who 
make God our refuge in times of danger. Irthink every 
one of our hearts tells us without asking, what need we 
have to truſt in God under this ſad 7iſtation, and ſore 
Fudgment of the Plague; we may quickly fit in our Fa- 
milies, 4s 4 deſolate widow ;, yea, how quickly may we 
be ſhat up in them, as many are at this time, Well, if 
we would approve oyr Confciences to God in this duty 
of truſting in him, which is our wiſeſt-and ſafeſt pra- 
Rice, let us be exceeding fervent, yea, conſtant coo in 
our ſupplications and prayers day and night. Ir is the 
naſe, you ſadly know, (as of old ) when a poor forlorn- 
Family is ſhut up for the Plague, to make upon the door 
a Red Croſs, and to write over, or by ir, (Lord have mer- 
&y, 8c. ) Bur as you. love your lives both before and afcer 
infeion, inſtead of that Red Croſs, have faith in the 
bloud of Jeſus; ger your ſouls well ſprinkled with its. 
And that which effeually cures the Flague of the 
heart,can more eaſily and quickly cure the Plague of the 
body -- And ſo Chriſt may be your Paſſeover indeed 3; 
the deſtroying Angel may paſs over you, and not touch 
thoſe that are careful by. faith to get their hearts well 
ſprinkled with the bloud of this /\mmacalate Lamb ot God. 
And then inſtead of that ſhort { Lord have Mercy |] 
do you powr -ou8 your ſouls before the Lord, who ponied 
M 3 
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6 An Antidote againſs, &c. 
out his heart bloud for poor ſinners. 

And to encourage you in the whole; even in all your 
labours to attain ſuch a faith and confidence in Chriſt, 
2s may by his power work out of your hearts the laviſh. 
fears of Death : Take that excellent place of Scripture, 
Nahnm 1.7. The Lord « 200d: A ftrong hold in the day of 
trouble AND HE KNOWETH THEM THAT 
TRUST IN HIM; to be ſure that truſt in him, like 
Fob, though he ſlay them, Beaſlured of it, your Father 
which ſeeth in ſecret, ( in the ſecret Cloſer, nay, in the 
ſecret Chamber and houſe (hut up ; he that ſeeth in ſe. 
cret ) will reward you openly. So that if you do indeed 
firmly believe in God, and believe alſo in Chriſt, you 
ſhill be able to ſay, and that from ſome ſweet and great 
experience, that in very deed, When hi Wrath i kin- 
dled but a little, bleſſed (YEA, THRICE BLESSED) 


are all they that put their traſt tn him. 


